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“People can't be
just tied together.
They have to connect.
Otherwise, they'll find
themselves bound
hand and foot.”
~Ai Yazawa

Dear Soroptimist Sisters and Brothers:
This month I turn 70 years old and our Sequim club is coming up soon with its 70th
birthday. I find it amazing that a club that started here in Sequim the year I was born is
still going strong. I am in awe of all the great women who have served this organization these many years. We now have over 70 members and we are growing.
We have provided money, support, information and countless programs that have
benefited our community. Many of the recipients have kept in touch and we have
served several generations of families with our awards and scholarships.
We come from all walks of life and have different educational backgrounds and
different political and religious views, but all that fades away when we are working
together for a common cause.
I thought it would be fun to see what things were like in 1947.
Cost of Living 1947-How Much things cost in 1947
average cost of new house $6,600.00, average wages per year $2,850.00,
cost of a gallon of Gas 15 cents, average cost of a new car $1,300.00,
loaf of bread 13 cents, United States postage stamp 3 cents,
men's sweater $8.50, Bulova men's watch $52.50,
Heinz Cream of Tomato Soup 23 cents for 2 cans, leg o lamb 59 cents per pound,
loaf Marvel Enriched Bread 13 cents per loaf, Oranges 49 cents per dozen
What happened in 1947—Major News Stories
Kon-Tiki expedition, Roswell UFO incident, India and Pakistan become independent
nations, CIA established. IMF Established, Ferrari begins production of sports cars,
cold war beginnings between East and West, United Nations votes in favor of the
creation of an independent Jewish State of Israel,
Technology includes—first "instant camera", "tubeless tire", transistor is invented,
sound barrier broken, first mobile phone.
Popular Films —Miracle on 34th Street, Road to Rio, The Jolson Story
Popular Books—The Diary of Anne Frank is published
Wow! How things have changed.
All my best,
Kathryn Pacelli, President 2016-17

“The essence of the beautiful is unity
in variety.” ~W. Somerset Maugham
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Letter from the Editor
Dear Friends,
It’s March. Colors peeking up out of the grey ground are our early indicators as spring is
ushered in by our Gala Garden Show. It’s happening March 18 -19, 2017. We’ve dusted off
our flower power t-shirts and flowered headdresses. It’s finally here! Time to start planting!
March is also Women’s History Month. In the Northwestern Region’s March newsletter there
is an article from USA Today honoring a woman for each day of the month. This brings to
mind our Olympic Peninsula Area Meeting which was held February 25—hosted by SI of the
Olympic Rain Forest. The keynote speaker asked us all to stand and close our eyes. Then
she asked us to think of the women in our lives that have made a difference to us—who
have been there for us.
Sitting here writing this, my dear friend, Sally Sue Barry, comes to mind. She sat next to me
at the Area Meeting. She is someone who has made a difference in in my life. When I was
considering running for club president the first time—during my second full year as a
member—I was told Sally Sue was a stickler for rules. Instead of being afraid, I chose to
make her my mentor—she was my go-to person when I had a question. Sally Sue could be
a bit feisty. She was the first to call any of us on anything not done according to Robert’s
Rules of Order, our club bylaws or standing rules. I learned so much from Sally Sue.

CALENDAR
MARCH
10
14
18-19
*28

Board Meeting
Business Meeting
GARDEN SHOW
Potluck Dinner

APRIL
7
11
25

Board Meeting
Business Meeting
(GOM Mar & Apr)
Program Meeting
Women of Haiti

For over a decade she proofed our club’s monthly newsletter. She liked to proof from a hard
copy. On the Thursday before the board meeting I would print out a draft of whatever was
ready, and either Sally Sue or her husband, Don—when he was still here—would pick it up.
The two of them would proof it together. Either he or she—usually she—would return it the
following day with red ink on it.

The first draft was always a bit barren—most times it was missing the editor’s article and
the poem on the back—often it didn’t have the quotes and some photos. I would do up the
missing pages and send them out via email. Sometimes when I handed the meager draft
to Sally Sue, I didn’t have a clue what I (as editor) was going to write. She would always
encourage me, saying she knew the article would be a good one. It’s amazing the power
of a seemingly simple comment.
When there were club activities after work—like potlucks—Sally Sue and I would carpool.
I enjoyed hearing about her daughter, Linda, and her granddaughter, Grace. Sally Sue
would also share the doings in town—some past info, some present. She was a wealth of
knowledge. She would read the local newspapers and whenever she saw an article about
one of our members, or something that mentioned our club, she would save it and bring it
to me. Often these would become part of the newsletter. Sally Sue was definitely a woman
of history. How do you put a value on the lessons learned and time spent together?
The impact is ever-expanding with a continually moving endpoint. Sally Sue was a strong
supporter of Soroptimist. She planted seeds wherever she went, and all of us get to reap
the results. We will carry a part of her forever with us.

*Evening Meeting

“If something comes to life in others
because of you, then you have made
an approach to immortality.”
~Norman Cousins

She will be with us at our Gala Garden Show—this is our 19th year! Hey, if you add 1 + 9 the
total is 10…looks like another perfect 10 is about to happen as we join together in our
Symphony of Service.
Light and Love,
“Live your truth. Express your love. Share your enthusiasm.
Kathy Purcell, Editor Take action towards your dreams. Walk your talk. Dance and
sing to your music. Embrace your blessings. Make today
worth remembering.” ~Steve Maraboli

“When you encourage others, you in
the process are encouraged because
you’re making a commitment
and difference in that person’s life.
Encouragement really does
make a difference.” ~Zig Ziglar
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2017 GALA GARDEN SHOW NEWS

MARCH
21
24
26
28

Laura Rundle
Susan Meches
Lisa Law
Kathryn Pacelli

APRIL
2
7
29

Louella Hanson
Gloria Robinson
Chris Snow

Who works on the Garden Show??
EVERYONE!! That’s right! This is
the one fundraiser that you are
expected to participate in. We are a
relatively small club, and this is a
very large event. Therefore, it takes
all of us to pull it off. But it is also
the most FUN, most REWARDING
event we host! Here’s some
important info we want to share:
As you know, everyone wears a Flower Power t-shirt. If you missed out
on ordering a shirt, Elaine Churchill is compiling a list of member who
need to borrow shirts, and members who have shirts to lend. Please
contact her and let her know what you need.
We are very excited to announce ALL vendor spots are taken—for the
first time in a long, long time!
We still have magnetic car signs available. Contact Jan Chapman if
you need one.
~Jan Chapman and Elaine Churchill,
Gala Garden Show Co-Chairs

Note the phone number for our
MEDICAL LOAN CLOSET

504-0231

SAVE THE DATE

March 28, 2017
For our
After Garden Show
Potluck
CELEBRATIONS!

Details to arrive in
your inbox soon!

SOROPTIMIST MEETING DATES TO REMEMBER
“Behold, my friends,
the spring is come; the earth
has gladly received the embraces
of the sun, and we shall soon
see the results of their love!”
~Sitting Bull

NWR Conference
Vancouver, WA
Hilton Vancouver
April 27-30, 2017
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AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS
LIVE YOUR DREAM AWARD
Awards and Scholarships has had a busy last couple of months under the radar! Our club budgeted for two
Live Your Dream recipients this year. This $2000 monetary award is given to a female head of household
with dependents and attending school for an undergraduate degree, certificate or license.
This award is judged by a three woman, non-Soroptimist panel. This year, Lydia Stanhope, a paddling friend
and member of Seattle Children's Hospital Guild, and two of her friends, were kind enough to be our judges.
They were diligent in contacting references and making the difficult decision of disqualifying applicants
who did not meet the standards set by Soroptimist, as all of the women have compelling stories and need.
They have already agreed to judge again next year.
Our two winners are outstanding!

DeAna Pierce

Teresa Barrett

The first, and the one we forwarded on to Region with an opportunity for a higher
award, is DeAna Pierce. DeAna is a single mom of three children and attending
PCC for a Medical Assisting certificate, hoping to go on to an RN and eventually
a Nurse Practitioner. She manages her time and family well, gets her three children
to three different locations, without her own vehicle, each day before classes. She
chose to put her classes on hold to care for her aunt going through chemo and radiation, then re-started her classes and
continued pursuing her goal. She has a
business mind and is career driven.
Her children accompanied her to our club
meeting to receive her award, and they were
lovely and well-behaved. We wish DeAna
all the best!
Our second award recipient is Teresa Barrett.
Terry works at Sequim High School as a
paraeducator since moving here three years ago. She is a single mom with two of
four children still at home. At the age of 38 she had her fourth child who has Down
Syndrome. Despite increasing demands on her time and resources—but with the
help and support of friends—she recently divorced and has no assistance from the
father. She acquired her BA in Interdisciplinary Studies and a MA in Divinity.
Two years ago her oldest daughter died and she now has the responsibility of her
granddaughter. Her current goal is to become a certified teacher in the field of
Special Education. This certification will increase her income and allow her to
provide a brighter future for her family. SI of Sequim is so pleased to be able to
give Terry this award.

“Reach high, for stars lie hidden in your soul. Dream deep, for every dream precedes the goal.”
~Pamela Vaull Starr

VIOLET RICHARDSON AWARD
Our Violet Richardson Award is now open for applicants and all information is
available on our website. This award is for a young woman, age 14-18, living in the Sequim
school district, who is a volunteer in our community. The monetary award is $250 to the
first place winner and $250 to her charity of choice, usually where she volunteers.
The second place winner receives $250. If you know of any young lady that qualifies, please
direct her to our website. Judy Field is in charge of this year's award.
~Deb Carlson, Awards & Scholarships Chair
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GIRL OF THE MONTH
McMINN, Jordan
My high school career has been
divided into several different
activities, volunteering and AP
courses along with work.
I participated in ASB freshman year
as President and sophomore year as
Public Relations Officer. Freshman
year I played basketball and
volleyball, continuing basketball till
my junior year. During high school I have been a part
of Honor's Society every year maintaining a 3.59 GPA
through all honors and AP courses. I began work
during lavender festival at Olympic Lavender Heritage
Farm my sophomore and junior summer, since then I
have become a part time employee as a clerk and have
added some marketing tasks to build my resume.
Beginning freshman year I became involved in the
Sequim Youth Basketball program, I coached 5-6 year
old kids both

freshman and sophomore year along with a U6 soccer
team sophomore year. Junior year I was invited to be
assistant coach at Sequim Middle School for girls 8th
and 7th grade varsity teams. I returned again this year,
and will be coaching another U6 soccer team this
upcoming spring. Coaching is my favorite volunteer
experience, it has shaped me into a better leader, player
and all around person.
I will be committing to the University of Oregon for
fall of 2017. I chose U of 0 due to its welcoming and
versatile atmosphere, prestigious education program
and the abundance of athletic and educational
opportunities.
Thank you for awarding me this great honor. I am
humbled and grateful for this amazing community that
has shaped me into who I am and is now allowing me
to help shape lives of the youth within the community.

“The only person who is educated is the one who has learned how to learn and change.” ~Carl Rogers

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT UPDATE
I have been communicating with Jane
about my $2,000 dollar scholarship.
I go to Gonzaga University and will
be graduating in 2020. I am a business
administration major and I also plan
on studying abroad for all of junior
year. First semester in Florence, Italy,
and second semester in Valparaiso, Chile. Like most
college students, the transition was difficult, but now I
have found my community of people that are like family.
Kayley Lofstrom

WOMEN FOR WOMEN INTERNATIONAL
Our Second Sponsored Woman
Spogmai Roz Gul lives in Afghanistan, where
women like her have survived war, hunger and
abuse. Today, thanks to your sponsorship, she is
on the path to a new life. She has experienced
poverty and violence that you or I couldn’t
possibly imagine.





She is 31-40.
She is married.
She is the proud mother of 2 boys and 8 girls.
And she is grateful for you, her new sister,
for your caring and generous support.
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MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS
RUNDLE, Chuck
Chuck is the husband of
member, Laura Rundle. Chuck was
born in San Francisco and raised in
Sacramento, CA. Following
graduation from high school he
joined the Coast Guard and
following his discharge attended
San Francisco City College. For the next 30+ years
Chuck lived in San Francisco before moving to
Washington.
Chuck had a variety of careers in his lifetime, from
being a butcher at Safeway to a Center Manager for
UPS. Chuck concluded his career in the Trade Show
and Convention industry after 25 years. This is where
he met Laura. They worked for the same company,
were transferred to Seattle and retired in Sequim.
The Membership Committee is pleased to welcome
our newest members, David Fickes and Chuck Rundle.
~Elaine Bradford, Membership Committee

FICKES, David
David, who is the husband of
Soroptimist member Pauline Geraci,
was born and raised in Minnesota.
Fourteen years ago, David and
Pauline first visited Sequim and
have lived here for over six years.
David is recently retired having been a VP at a small
software development and consulting company in
Minneapolis, working remotely from Washington.
Prior to that he worked in computer jobs focused on
data warehousing and analysis at large
corporations.
David has been a volunteer at KSQM for the past five
years and has had a twice weekly radio show for four
years. He has a love of helping people and has been a
Special Olympics track and field coach as well as
having taught in a prison. He has a lot of experience
with computers, technology, analysis and finances.
He helps Pauline at their fitness studio (Fit4Life),
enjoys hiking, biking, archery, gardening/landscaping
and would really like to be involved in promoting
financial literacy and the associated options that technology provides.

Photo from Jeanne Martin

This photo is from an Irrigation Parade from about 2000. On the truck is Dee Christensen. Left to right
standing: Judy Ogilvie, Jeanne Martin, Francis Wells, Kathy Purcell, Leah Tuttle, Peg Rinker.
Members are carrying signs that read, left to right, "Christmas Caring Trees," "Medical Loan
Closet" (2 of them), "Shopping Spree," "See's Candy Bars $1.00," and "Garden Show."
The members rode in the back of the truck.
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Sally Sue Barry
1939–2017
How do you even begin to summarize the life of someone like Sally Sue?
As a Soroptimist she learned very early in life that it is better to give than receive,
as her mother was a charter member of our club. Sally Sue’s membership
officially began in April, 1976—that’s over 20 years before I even joined. Sally
Sue was our second most senior member but the longest-term member of SI of
Sequim, as Marilyn Hooser transferred here in 2003.
Sally Sue was born in Sequim at the Sequim Prairie Hospital 78 years ago. We were just talking about
that on Thursday, February 23, when she met with a few Soroptimist members who had coffee with
Louella Hanson. She reminded me that the hospital was located on W. Washington Street, on the
current site of Discovery Memory Care.
Sally Sue was the manager of the Chamber of Commerce for many years and served on a committee to
rewrite the by-laws. No surprise there. She was a past-president of our Soroptimist club, recognized as
the Woman of Distinction in 1993 and began her long commitment to the Medical Loan Closet with me
in 2000. We used the house that she owned with her brother behind St. Joseph’s Church to store excess
equipment. That home had quite a family history. Sally Sue knew Robert’s Rules of Order by heart
and served as our “unofficial” parliamentarian forever. She actually conducted workshops on the
subject to be sure others knew “the proper way to conduct a meeting” as she would say. During my
presidency, she challenged me to review/revise our by-laws. After we sat around my dining room
table, I knew that we were committed to a major revision.
We would often hear stories of her daughter (Linda) and her granddaughter (Gracie) during Happy
Dollars, as Sally Sue was so proud of Gracie’s competition swimming and entering college. Linda’s
family lives in Bellingham; it was a place of joy for special events and holidays. Sally Sue was proud to
report that she could still drive there as she said, “I was a back seat driver for Don for many years.”
Sally Sue has left her eternal mark on our club. She was our mentor,
Soroptimist sister, friend and my inspiration.
Her memorial service will be held at Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church at 525
N. 5th Avenue on March 18 at 2 p,m. A reception will be held in the Parish
Hall following the service.
Submitted with love,
Colleen Blazier

“Help us to be ever faithful gardeners of the spirit,
who know that without darkness nothing comes to
birth, and without light nothing flowers.”
~May Sarton
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Area Meeting—In the Forest

What a lovely day—all the way around. And in retrospect, a very special day since Sally
Sue was one of the 14 club members venturing to Forks early on a cold, frosty morning.
One of those members was a first time attendee. The drive out was beautiful, albeit a
little slick in places. Lake Crescent was a sight to behold.
The area meeting was sponsored by SI of the Olympic Rain Forest (Forks) and held at
the Rainforest Arts Center (locals call it the RAC), which is a recently rebuilt community
center that’s very nice. The quality of materials, the great acoustics, the large size of the
two main rooms, and its location in the middle of town made it the perfect gathering
place for 60 women from all over the Olympic Peninsula. Sequim, of course, had
the most.
The food was SO good. The caterer had an amazing array of continental breakfast
type foods and drink, followed up by a lunch buffet as good as any I’ve seen.
They even served Italian sodas—and Sally Sue ordered a mango one, so I will
Always think of her when mango Italian sodas are a choice.
The main speaker was Diana Reaume, Superintendent of Quillayute Valley Schools
and she was delightful. District Director Renee Recker gave an overview of our
district and plans for the region also. She facilitated group discussions on a number
of topics. Interspersed throughout the day was the awarding of door prizes, adding
to the fun. Sally Sue won one of the prizes.
A representative from each of the eight clubs in attendance gave a report, outlining
the activities of her club, including fundraisers and programs. Everyone left taking
and/or leaving some new ideas. Teamwork Makes the Dream Work. Thanks to the
Forks club for coordinating such a meaningful meeting.
~Jane Manzer, Area Rep

“Each one of us can make a difference.
Together we make change.” ~Barbara Mikulski

More photos at: https://www.flickr.com/photos/108582458@N03/albums/72157678940156291
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WHO AM I? TEN FUN FACTS
Director Gloria Fitzpatrick
1. Norwegian ancestry
2. Played trumpet in an orchestra and danced in a chorus line to earn money for college
3. Have two daughters - one in Seattle and one in D.C.
4. Golf is my favorite sport
5. Love the Seahawks, classical music, opera and travel
6. Retired high school guidance counselor
7. A.M. bliss is the New York Times and two cups of cappuccino
8. James Bond movies are so much fun
9. Mysteries and historical novels are just it
10. Next trip is Cuba

Member Shelle Paulbitski
1.
2.
3.
4.

My given name is Richelle (not Shelle), named after my father, Richard.
I am the youngest child and the third of seven daughters; no sons.
I was 48 when I got married for the first (and only) time.
In my last job I managed two multiple-employer health trusts, covering 15,000
employees plus their dependents.
5. I was seven years old when my grandfather taught me to play cribbage (he was a
very patient man).
6. I am half Italian, mixed with a lot of Norwegian.
7. I love to dance.
8. I was 57 when I retired.
9. My middle name is DaRe’, which was my grandmother’s maiden name.
10. I love dogs. And cats!

“When you’re part of a team, you stand up for your teammates. Your loyalty is to them. You protect them through
good and bad, because they’d do the same for you.” ~Lawrence Peter "Yogi" Berra
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PUBLIC AWARENESS

LIVE YOUR DREAM.ORG
This is an online volunteer and activist network with flexible options to improve the lives of women and
girls. It provides access to advocacy and action opportunities for causes connected to women and girls
and Soroptimists.
It works to inspire all people to live their dreams and to help those less fortunate to live their dreams thru
hands on opportunities, awareness and advocacy efforts, and financial support. The overall goal is to
connect, mobilize, and empower a passionate community of activists and volunteers to take action for
women and girls.
You get to choose your specific cause and the course of action you would like to take. Then you are provided the tools to take action within your community. Typical actions might include: speaking up on social media; making a donation; signing petitions; painting and creating posters and/or flyers; or working
as a mentor.
It works by the following:
-You choose how you want to help in the cause you have chosen
-They provide you with the tools to make a difference
-Then you can track the impact you are making over time
The causes that they list for you to choose from include the following:
-Ending Trafficking, Ending Teen Violence, Ending Domestic Violence,
Prepare Girls for Success, and Opportunities thru Education
Method of Helping:
-Posting and distributing facts about your cause
-Mentoring
-Donations
-Print and post flyers
-Spread facts on social media
-Spread info on the Live Your Dream Award -Contact specific populations and spread appropriate info
to them
-Contact legislators
-Write motivational and inspirational messages to girls and/or women
-Spread info regarding award applications/grants/scholarships
Each subheading under the cause then has a link to Take Action or Learn More steps. These links
connect one to stories and examples, facts, etc.
~Rose Jaeger

Here’s the float update:
- Construction of the first tier of the cake is underway.
- Overall float dimensions have been established.
- We are acquiring decorations to meet the parade's requirement of
85% float coverage.
- We have secured a vehicle and a driver.
- We are developing cost estimates for decorations and supplies.
- We are working on the application and insurance processes.
~Nicole Anderson, Float Chair
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EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE

Dear Friends,

Dear Gene and Soroptimists,

Thank you for your support as a friend of the Free
Clinic with your generous donation in the amount of
$1000 to the Dungeness Valley Health & Wellness
Clinic, a non-profit organization.

The Writing Workshop was a wonderful success!
The girls loved this opportunity and they really
enjoyed Gene’s expertise!

Our services to the community include basic urgent
care clinics twice a week; daytime clinics for chronic
healthcare; diabetes and wellness education; increased
referrals; processing prescription assistance program
forms; emergency dental care; and eye care vouchers.

In 2016 our 15th year of operation, the clinic provided
over $239,471 worth of medical and dental services,
prescriptions and labs, all free of charge to our
patients. Thanks for helping make this happen—we
couldn’t do it without you!
Sara Nicholls
Executive Director

Thank you for making this OTE activity happen!
Krista Chatters
Elementary Literacy Specialist

“Elimination of illiteracy is as serious an issue to our history
as the abolition of slavery.” ~Maya Angelou

SAVE THE DATE
MAY 16th Noon to 1 p.m.

Dear Soroptimists:
On behalf of the North Olympic Peninsula Veteran
Community Partnership (VCP), please accept our
sincere thanks to you and to the members of
Soroptimist International of Sequim for your most
generous donation of $1,000.
Since 2014 VCP has become a valuable information
resource for both military veterans and veteran service
providers on the North Olympic Peninsula. Your
donation will help us to continue our mission to
increase access to services for all veterans and their
family members, and especially to support engagement
with our local community of women veterans. We
hope to provide increasing opportunity to recognize
the women in our community who have served, and to
provide information and access to services that meet
their unique needs. We will keep you apprised of our
progress in this regard and welcome any of your
members who may wish to become involved in
our efforts.
We thank you for your invaluable contribution to
our program.
Sincerely,
Rita Fragione, Chair, VCP
Outreach Coordinator, Vet Connect
Olympic Community Action Programs
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Spring Sings
© Tiffany Santa Cruz
Spring sings
Its gentle breeze
Butterflies of Glazing wings
Birds cheerfully sing their
Lighthearted songs
As they soar across the meadow
Of elegant flowers
Delivering the message that spring is near
The flowers danced of such joy
The silent dance
Moved the lake
The water was sparkling
For the flowers danced gracefully
Across it
Spring sings its gentle song.

Soroptimist International of Sequim
PO Box 126
Sequim, WA 98382

improving the lives of women and
girls through programs leading to
social and economic empowerment.

To a Woman Making a Difference for Women

Photo by Cindy Rhodes

