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Message from the President 
 
Welcome to all our new members. We are looking forward to getting to know you 
better and are so thankful that you have become a part of the circle of friendship that 
is SIS.  
 
I hope you are all in the throes of a wonderful summer. We have certainly had  
some beautiful weather for all those adventures interspersed with long days of  
unbearable heat. 
 
I took advantage of the weather and took my dog out for a short hike. Her back is 
improving and she really had cabin-fever. This was her first outing in several 
months, so I wasn’t sure how long she would last on the trail. There was a lot of 
sniffing and investigating along the way. When I finally noticed that she was  
beginning to tire, I picked her up and headed back to the car. I was amazed when  
I realized how far she’d actually made it. It seems that her little detours and  
explorations had given her periodic rests and she actually was able to go farther  
because of it.  
 
Many of the projects we take on would be very daunting if it weren’t for the short 
detours and encounters along the way. Stopping to smell the roses has more benefit 
than just that glorious aroma. It also gives us the chance to catch our breath and  
prepare for the next part of the journey. 
 
Speaking of the next part of the journey, let’s get this year S.T.A.R.T.ed!  
We’re going to do that at our S.T.A.R.T. meeting. Please be thinking about the  
things that we do, the things that we don’t do that you would like us to do, and the 
things that we should do even though we don’t want to. We will be discussing the 
value of our various services and our delivery methods. If there are activities that  
you would like to see included this year, come prepared to speak up for them.  
Champion your cause. Give us the opportunity to join with you. 
 
As you know, this year will be a journey, and as we climb to the Mountaintop we 
need to be properly attired. So, when you come to the S.T.A.R.T. meeting please 
wear your best hiking cap, hat, or other headgear. Whatever makes your uphill climb 
easier, put it on your head! See the announcement about our first gathering of the 
year in the Program article on page 6. 
 
Thank you for the many efforts to organize and prepare for the beginning of a  
successful SIS year! 
 
Onward and upward, 
President Gena  
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Soropti-    

A Communiqué by  
women and men dedicated to improving the lives of women and girls 

 through programs leading to social and economic empowerment. 

Soroptimist International of Sequim 

 
“Stop worrying  

about the potholes  
in the road  

and start celebrating 
the journey!”  

~Barbara Hoffman 



 

CALENDAR 

 

AUGUST 
 
S.T.A.R.T. Meeting 
Trinity United  

   Methodist 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 
Board Meeting 
Business Meeting 
Solana Social 
Program Meeting 
 

 
 
 

    *Evening Meeting 

Letter from the Editor 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Is the weather really important? It must be because there are dozens of 
weather apps available—for smart phones and computers. One of them is 
called WeatherBug. The weather here has been bugging us this month. 
 
Our local temperatures so far in August have been above normal—some 
days topping 90 degrees in downtown Sequim. Places without air  
conditioning resorted to using fans. Even when the air is hot, circulating  
it helps. Movement of air is important. This month we experienced what 
happens when the air doesn’t move.  
 
In addition to the heat, we’ve had the effects of the wildfires in Canada.  
For over a week our air quality was poor—unhealthy for children and the 
elderly; they were encouraged to stay indoors. And for the rest of us—who 
wants to work outside in those conditions? When the temperature is hot, 
our energy level is low. Some lawns have gone un-mowed, some bushes  
un-trimmed. It’s amazing how something so far away can change what’s in 
our atmosphere. Compounding this, a high pressure ridge was stopping the 
onshore flow that would push away the remnants of the fires. The air has 
been stagnant.  
 
The high pressure ridge is gone; the only high ridges now are in the  
mountains. The onshore flow has moved in and the haze from the  
wildfires has moved out. The movement is a breath of fresh air—literally. 
Everyone is breathing easier. Children can go outside and play.  
The freedom feels good.  
 
This reminds me of our Soroptimist club. We’re coming off of a year of 
activity—where we were fired up. Over the summer we do not have regular 
meetings. It gives the appearance of things being stagnant. There is a little 
bit of pressure (high—as it is from the President) to make sure all members 
have the opportunity to volunteer for committees—or be voluntold. A new 
year is beginning. Some members who have been on certain committees in 
the past, have decided to move on to different committees. This movement 
is important because it brings in different members and different 
thoughts—it’s like a breath of fresh air. It keeps our club’s energy  
circulating. We are free to show up and play. 
 
Information given to us by our region and federation—from seemingly far 
away—has an effect on what we do as a club. They give us concepts that 
help spark us to action. Our individual passions are the wildfires that burn 
within us. We all have the option to decide whether we want to share our 
ideas, and which areas provide a way for application of them. We help  
determine the climate of our club. When we are asked to join in an activity 
we get to choose whether or not to participate. We are not being bugged 
about the whether, and in this case the whether is important. It is up to us.  
 
Whatever happens along our Journey to the Mountaintop this year, we 
know we will weather it together. 
 
Light and Love, 
Kathy Purcell, Editor      

*29 
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“Without passion man is a mere latent force 
and possibility, like the flint which awaits the 

shock of the iron before it can give forth  
its spark.” ~Henri Frederic Amiel 

“An inexhaustible good nature  
is one of the most precious gifts  

of heaven, spreading itself like oil  
over the troubled sea of thought, 

 and keeping the mind smooth and 
equable in the roughest weather.” 

~Washington Irving 

“The only journey is the one within.” 
~Rainer Maria Rilke 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henrifrede165134.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henrifrede165134.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henrifrede165134.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henrifrede165134.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/h/henri_frederic_amiel.html
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7906.Rainer_Maria_Rilke


 

 

 

AUGUST 
 

Sara Ellen Peterson 
Janet Popelka 
Janet Real 
Sara Nicholls 
Colleen Blazier 
Amanda Beitzel 
Betty Osborn 
Ann Salmon 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Paulette Hill 
Pat Willis 
Elaine Bradford 
Gail Watson 

14 
21 
26 
27 

SOROPTIMIST MEETING DATES TO REMEMBER 
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2 
4 
4 

18 
19 
23 
30 
30 

District 1 Meeting 
Ferndale, WA 
Silver Reef Casino & Resort 
October 20–22, 2017 

 
NWR Conference 
Coeur d’Alene, ID 
Coeur d’Alene Resort 
April 20–22, 2018 
 
 

45th Biennial SIA Convention 
Yokohama, Japan 
July 30–August 2, 2018 

 

“A healthy attitude is contagious 
but don’t wait to catch it  

from others. Be a carrier.”  
~Tom Stoppard 

D1 

Note the phone number for our  
MEDICAL LOAN CLOSET 

504-0231 

S.T.A.R.T Meeting 
(Soroptimist Training and Retreat Time) 

Tuesday 

August 29, 2017 

Trinity United Methodist Church  

100 S. Blake Avenue, Sequim 

5:00 p.m. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please bring something light to share to eat 
and your beverage of  choice. 

“A journey is a person in itself; no two are alike. And all plans, safeguards,  
policing, and coercion are fruitless. We find that after years of struggle that 
we do not take a trip; a trip takes us.” ~John Steinbeck 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/tomstoppar120728.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/tomstoppar120728.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/tomstoppar120728.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/t/tom_stoppard.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johnsteinb401688.html?src=t_travel
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johnsteinb401688.html?src=t_travel
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johnsteinb401688.html?src=t_travel
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/j/john_steinbeck.html
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AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

The Awards and Scholarship committee is busy this summer! The Vocational/Technical 
Award recipient has been selected and will be presented at our first meeting in September. 
Our four Continuing Education scholarships are in the application process. This year we 
have added a fifth, as Colleen Blazier has generously donated funds to be bestowed on a 
woman in the medical field.  
 
Our Girls of the Month sub-committee is still looking for a chair. If you’d like to join in the fun of honoring 
eight outstanding senior girls and make the presentation of certificates and gifts every other month during 
the club year, please let me know. We’d love to have you! I know all of the committees are working behind 
the scenes, trekking up that mountain trail. Don’t miss the START meeting so you’ll be up to speed on all 
of the new things happening this year—it’s going to be a great one! 
 
~Deb Carlson, Awards & Scholarships Chair 

SOROPTIMIST HELPING & EMPOWERING—SHE 

 
Let me introduce you to SHE. Adopted as the acronym for our 
club’s signature project SHE stands for Soroptimist Helping 
& Empowering. SHE is comprised of a var iety of  
activities geared toward meeting the needs of various  
age groups of women—from elementary to more  
“mature” women in our community.  
 
I am using a picture of an umbrella because SHE—in and of 
itself—is just the outer covering. While the umbrella is not 
an “official” logo, it helps me illustrate how SHE functions.  
For instance, we currently have AIM High Reach for the 
Stars—which is geared toward elementary age girls, and  
Tea With SHE—which is geared toward the more “mature” 
women of our community. We also began reaching out to  
the Junior High girls this past year with a knitting club and  
getting them involved in making bags for Days for Girls.  
 
This year we are hoping to add a component that will reach out to girls at the high school level—possibly 
using the Dream It Be it model—or something slightly revised—to better meet the needs that we see. I am 
currently the chair for SHE, overseeing the activities that will be implemented as part of the overall SHE 
project. I am asking for one or two others to join me to act together in an advisory capacity as we move  
forward with this year’s SHE activities. I’m excited to see Jan Chapman stepping into the leadership for the 
Tea With She. I look forward to working with her and the others who will be stepping into the leadership 
for the other projects under our SHE umbrella. It’s going to be an exciting year! 
 
Kate Creasey, SHE Chair 

 

 

“Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember, you have within you the strength, 
the patience, and the passion to reach for the stars to change the world.” ~Harriet Tubman  

 

“All real education is the architecture  
of the soul.” ~William Bennett 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/w/williamben190727.html?src=t_graduation
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/w/williamben190727.html?src=t_graduation
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/w/william_bennett.html


MEMBERSHIP 
 
Check out our updated Membership page on the SI of Sequim website at:  
http://sisequim.org/membership-2/ 
 
Membership is implementing a number of new opportunities to support new members  
and increase connections with our total membership. Beginning in August, the Membership 
Committee will have monthly gatherings of “newbies” and committee members at a  

member’s home. We’re calling these the “Discover Soroptimist” gatherings. To further  
support new members, one experienced member of the committee will mentor each  
new member.  
 
We’re also planning monthly gatherings for all members at Solana Clubhouse, called the 
“Solana Socials” and these will take place on the 3rd Tuesday of each month (except when 

there’s a 5th Tuesday). The first “Solana Social” will take place on September 19 at 

4:30 p.m. and all are welcome, along with the new member’s sponsor, if they have one.” 
 
Another new feature we’d like to add is highlighting accomplishments, awards and/or other 
noteworthy endeavors of our members. They can be serious business or something fun. 
Please pass these along so that we can include them in future newsletters.   
 
Finally, a reminder that WE ARE OUR BEST RECRUITERS. We are Soroptimist  
ambassadors and are our best source for bringing new members into our organization.  
If you know of or meet someone you think would be a good match, invite them to a regular 
meeting or a Solana Social.   
 
~Elaine Bradford, Membership Committee 
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MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBER 

KALMAR, Susan  
 

Originally from Southern California, Susan spent many years moving with  
the Navy and settled in Pennsylvania when her two children were in school.  
With the children now grown, she, husband Rocky, and dog Annie, searched 
high and low for the perfect place and have now made their home in Sequim  
for the past year.   
 
Susan joined the Navy via the Collegiate Program and served in the Civil  
Engineering Corp for four years, worked as a Special Education Instructional  

Assistant at a Vocational Education High School. Her favorite job was managing the greenhouse/plant 
department for a large florist/nursery. 
 
A life-long volunteer, she’s worked with PTA, Girl Scouts, coached softball, been a nursing home 
shopper and feels her most important job was as a Court Appointed Special Advocate. (CASA)  
Currently she volunteers with the Master Gardener Program and spends her free time gardening,  
crafting, repurposing, creating watercolor collages, walking, hiking and reading.   

 

“If you’d rather live surrounded by pristine objects than by the traces of happy memories, stay focused on tangible things. 
Otherwise, stop fixating on stuff you can touch and start caring about stuff that touches you.” ~Martha Beck  

http://sisequim.org/membership-2/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/marthabeck473441.html?src=t_start
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/marthabeck473441.html?src=t_start
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/martha_beck.html
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PROGRAAMS 
 
The Program Committee members have been working hard and coming up with some great ideas. 
They’ve already secured speakers for all our program meetings as well as the venue and menu for our 
Christmas party at the Lodge at Ramblewood Camp, December 19 @ 5 p.m. Don’t miss Christmas in 
the mountains… all cozy in front of a roaring fire and big pots of soup on the stove. It’s going to be a 
lot of fun. 
 

Countdown has begun to the S.T.A.R.T. Meeting and potluck Tuesday, August 29, 5 p.m. at  
Trinity United Methodist Church located at 100 S. Blake Avenue, Sequim. 
 
~Elaine Bradford, Programs Chair 

The July 29th BBQ at Jeani Penn’s house was great fun—with lots 
of BBQ’d chicken, way too many desserts, way too few salads, 
quite a few spouses and a daughter. Also in attendance were some 
members from Soroptimist International of Port Angeles, potential 
new members and Jeani’s friends. We ate till we were stuffed, 
sang Happy Birthday to President Gena and played with  
Snicklefritz and Ridgeway. Set-up and clean-up were a breeze  
and plenty of camaraderie in between. Jeani says she’s thinking 
about having it again next year… we hope so. 
 

~Elaine Bradford, Programs Chair 

“You don’t have to be great to start, but 
you have to start to be great.” ~Zig Ziglar 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/z/zigziglar617778.html?src=t_start
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/z/zigziglar617778.html?src=t_start
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/z/zig_ziglar.html
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MUJERES UPDATE 
 

Dear Soroptimist Sisters, 
 
Mujeres de Maiz OF just received the information on the new scholarships for the 
2017-2018 school year. We are delighted that we will be supporting 21 girls and 
women this year. 

 
They come from eight different communities in Chiapas. Three are at university 
level, nine are at the preparatory level (15-18), seven are at secondary (12-15) and 
two are taking computer classes. Of that number, three are new to us. 

 
The most impressive thing to me is the number of girls and women who are staying with us for years, 
steadily climbing up the education ladder. In May, Martha Diaz graduated from her nursing program at 
the age of 23. She had been on scholarship with us since she was 12. 

 
Antonia Santiz completed eight years on scholarship in May, first finishing secondary school and then 
completing classes in computers and English. We have always been convinced that education opens 
doors and gives women choices that they didn’t have before. And as time passes, we see how this is not 
just theoretical, but practical and real. As an example, Martha (mentioned above) is giving workshops 
about health-related issues in various communities and in the primary school in her own village.  
 
The first weekend in August, Linda and I will be presenting certificates to the new recipients in San 
Cristobal de las Casas, attending workshops with the women, having meetings with our coordinator, and 
visiting communities. What a labor of love! 
 
Again, thank you for your continuing support. 
Judith Pasco 
Board Chair, Mujeres de Maiz Opportunity Foundation 
http://www.mujeresdemaizof.org/  

WOMEN VETS 
 
On Friday, July 28, 2107, Missy Church-Smith and I participated in a women  
veteran’s activity in Port Angeles. Soroptimist International  
of Sequim had provided funds to support the organization  
sponsoring this event. Membership and the Public Awareness 
committees decided to collaborate for this, as representatives of 
our organization. There were many local agencies providing  
useful information to women who have served our country.  
In addition, there were speakers addressing Traumatic Brain  
Injury, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, Alzheimer’s and  
other mental health issues—along with presenters providing  
self-defense presentations and meditation.  
 
Linda Klinefelter, Public Awareness Co-Chair 

 

 

 

“I believe that we all have a responsibility to give back. No one becomes successful without lots of hard work, support  
from others, and a little luck. Giving back creates a virtuous cycle that makes everyone more successful.” ~Ron Conway 

http://www.mujeresdemaizof.org/
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Dear Old Golden School Days 

 
I wonder how many members remember starting back to school carrying that treasured cigar box with the 
essential supplies….How the times have changed! 
 
Soroptimists have been involved in packing the backpacks for the North Olympic Foster Parent Association 
(NOFPA) for several years. Carol Pope, president of NOFPA, has been our advisor and ring leader for this 
event. We are once again preparing for the assembly line process and it is heart-warming to have had  
members respond to the initial broadcast (blast) email. 
 
This year we have a very special donor that has offered 200 backpacks. I didn’t know much about Richard 
Sherman so I did some Google research. He is a cornerback for the Seahawks and started the Richard  
Sherman Family Foundation in 2013. It was referred to as “the blanket coverage charity” to help children  
in low-income communities by supplying school supplies and clothing. His foundation helps children across 
the country achieve academic success. According to an NBC sports story written by Mike Florio, “We 
recently noticed that Sherman has apparently matured choosing the high road over picking fights. With the 
launching of his charity, we respect him for that.” 
 
Carol Pope is expecting the awesome donations to arrive very soon. At this point, she doesn’t know what 
the packs are packed with, but a full inventory will be done. She is still asking for the “basic” supplies, as 
they are always needed:  

 
standard/college lined paper 
pencils 
pencil boxes 
blunt/pointed scissors 
glue sticks 
red, blue and black pens 
highlighters 
colored markers 
file folders with/without pockets 
3-ring binders and dividers. 

 
United Methodist Church has generously purchased the scientific calculators in the past. They are required 
for the students taking math—basic model $80.00, while students taking AP math need the upgraded model 
for $99.00.   
 
Please check your calendars if you’re interested in being a packer. 

                               Date:  August 19 (Saturday) 

                               Time:  10 a.m. 

                               Place:  All Safe Storage (behind Applebee’s) 
                                            101 Grant Road 
                                             Parking is available across the street from the entrance 
 
Thank you for making this project a reality! 
 
~Colleen Blazier 

“I am a huge believer in giving back and helping out in the community and the world. Think globally, act locally I suppose. 
I believe that the measure of a person’s life is the effect they have on others.” ~Steve Nash 
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CONTINUING PUBLIC AWARENESS COMMITTEE (PAC) OUTREACH 
 
The Public Awareness Committee is off with a big bang. Job descriptions with various duties have 
been developed. Members of the committee have stepped up to the plate and have chosen their places 
on the field. We are off to keep the local community, our county and our Soroptimist sisters  
informed. We are proud to announce our first endeavor was to participate in the Women’s Veterans 
Project on July 28th in Port Angeles.   
 
Linda Klinefelter & Donna Carson 
Public Awareness Co-chairs   

 

  PICTURE PERFECT GARDEN SHOW 
 
When we had our first Gala Garden Show back in 1999, 
we had a pansy as the logo. This iconic symbol was 
used in our advertising until 2006, when we decided to 
reach out to the community and invite artists to submit 
artwork with a garden theme. The entries were reviewed 
by the Gala Garden Show Core Committee. The one 
with the most votes became the featured artwork  
for the 8th Annual Gala Garden Show. This set a  
precedent that has continued. The pansy still  
appears on a few of our signs. 

  
Over the last several months Jane Manzer and Paulette Hill have 
been organizing the solicitation of artwork for the 2018 Gala  
Garden Show. The Core Committee met late last month to view 
this year’s submission and make a choice for the 2018 artwork. 

We’re happy to announce the chosen art, titled “Friendship  
Garden” was done by Denise Erickson from Port Angeles. 
  
Jane and Paulette headed the Artwork Solicitation last year and 

agreed to stay on for one more year. We thank you both for all 
your work and professional handling of this! We are now looking  
for two members to journey into the Artwork Solicitation for the  
2019 Gala Garden Show.  
  
Jane and Paulette have kept great records, continuing from what Cindy Rhodes developed over 
years prior, and are happy to assist the new team. The actual process for solicitation of the 2019 
artwork won’t begin until after the 2018 show, but now is a good time to signup and learn from the 
current team. 
 
~Kathy Purcell & Su Howat, 2018 Gala Garden Show Co-chairs 

 

 

Friendship Garden  
at Carrie Blake Park  

by Denise Erikson 

“When you start using senses you’ve neglected, your reward is  
to see the world with completely fresh eyes.” ~Barbara Sher 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/barbarashe173961.html?src=t_start
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/barbarashe173961.html?src=t_start
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/b/barbara_sher.html
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COMMITTEES AS OF AUGUST 10, 2017 

 

 

AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 
Chair: Deb Carlson 

Elaine Bradford 
Linda Chapman 
Judy Field 
Lori Larson  
Susan Mesches 
Joan Miller 
Betty Osborn 
Jeani Penn 
 Ann Salmon 
Gail Watson 

 
SHE—Soroptimist Helping & Empowering 
Chair: Kate Creasey 
 

AIM High—Reach for the Stars 
Co-Chair: TBD 

Amanda Beitzel 
Elaine Bradford 
Elaine Churchill 
Gloria Fitzpatrick 
Maureen Gebbia  
Sharron Gerardi 
Sandy Lawrence 
Gail Watson 
 

Mature Women 
Chair: Jan Chapman 

Becky Archer 
Deb Carlson 
Linda Chapman 
Kathleen DeJong 
Mayme Faulk 
Judy Field 
Gloria Fitzpatrick 
Sandy Lawrence 
Susan Mesches 
Betty Osborn 
Monica Ostrom 
Cindy Rhodes 
Dorothy Ward 
Pat Willis 

 
FINANCE 
Co-Chairs: Jane Manzer and Jeanne Martin 

Missy Church-Smith 
Kathy Cunha 
Kris Osborn 
Shelle Paulbitski 
Linda Rotmark 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FUNDRAISING 
Chair:TBD 
  Gala Garden Show: 

Co-Chairs: Su Howat and Kathy Purcell 
  Gala Gift Show: 

Chair: Deb Carlson  
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Co-Chairs: Missy Church-Smith and Jane Manzer 

Becky Archer 
Amanda Beitzel 
Elaine Bradford 
Jan Chapman 
Linda Chapman 
Mary Fasching 
Dave Fickes 
Sandy Lawrence 
Susan Mesches 
Shelle Paulbitski 
Ann Salmon 
Dorothy Ward 

 
PROGRAMS 
Chair: Elaine Bradford 

Kathleen DeJong 
Mary Fasching 
Mayme Faulk 
Maureen Gebbia 
Sandy Lawrence 
Cindy Rhodes 

 
MLC 
Co-Chairs: Kate Creasey and Gena Royal 

Becky Archer 
Kathleen DeJong  
Judy Field  
Gloria Fitzpatrick 
Su Howat 
Amala Kuster 
Paul Pacelli 
Jeani Penn 
Janet Real 
Jolene Sanborn 
Chris Snow  
Dorothy Ward 

 
PUBLIC Awareness 
Co-Chairs: Donna Carson  
and Linda Klinefelter  

Rose Jaeger  
Monica Ostrom 
Kathryn Pacelli 
Kathy Purcell 
Pat Willis 



 

“Your success and happiness lies in you. Resolve to keep happy, and your joy  
and you shall form an invincible host against difficulties.” ~Helen Keller 
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LIVING MY DREAM 

 
Hello, my name is Lori Brothers and my life has not always been easy going. There were many 
bumps in the road where I was living and I needed to make some changes. In 2006 I decided to  
move up to Sequim, WA, from sunny Southern California. I began my employment with All Safe 
Mini Storage in October of 2006, and am still currently employed with them. Working for this  
company has been a huge blessing in so many ways. It has shaped a whole lot of who I am today. 
For example, my boss, who is one of the owners of the company, even started our own little bible 
studies every Wednesday morning—which is so amazing. Things were looking up for me, each day 
got easier and easier. My faith began to really take off at this point, and I was now on a mending 
path. I started attending a local church, and the pieces of my life continued to fit back together.  
My son was doing amazing and started playing sports at an early age. I could finally say at that  
point things were looking better for me. 
 
One day, my friend called me and stated there was a  
program through the housing authority where you 
could build your own home with no money down.  
I was super excited about this and began the process 
needed to be done before I could begin building a  
new home for me and my son. In August of 2011, we 
finally finished the building of my new home!  
 
It was a long journey—working full time, and building 
my home part time, and being a full-time mommy as 
well. My hands were full! But it was so rewarding in 
the end when I was handed the keys to my new home. 
What a huge accomplishment that was in that time of 
my life.  So, as you can see, from then to now, I have  
become a completely different person, and mother as 
well. I would not be where I’m today if it wasn’t for 
me hitting rock bottom and wanting to better the life 
for me and my son. 
 
As of today, I am still working for All Safe Mini  
Storage—in my 11th year with this company. I started 
school al Peninsula College to finally work towards 
getting my Adult High School Diploma. I started 
school July of 2016, and graduated in June of 2017.  

I especially would like to give a huge thanks to  
Soroptimist International of Sequim for helping me kick start my education. This is a huge 
accomplishment in my life—working full time, being a full-time mom to my now 17-year-old  
son, and attending college. But, the rewards in the end of my current journey are very beneficial to 
my future. 
 
With all this said, thank you for reading the story of my life then, to my life now.   
 
Sincerely, 
Lori Brothers 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/helenkelle392962.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/helenkelle392962.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/h/helen_keller.html
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QUESTION 
 
The Public Awareness committee has been working feverishly on our  
 
~ 

 

 

 

To a Person Making a Difference for Women 

Soroptimist International of Sequim 
PO Box 126 
Sequim, WA 98382 

improving the lives of women and 

girls through programs leading to 

social and economic empowerment. 

Collab! by: Ryn 

 

Collab, collab! Oh thoughtful collabs! 

Amalgamation of two unique minds, 

Merging of dual thinking labs! 

Cerebral workshop of life’s diverse grinds! 

 

Collab, collab! Reinforced true! 

Melding of minds and honed crafts, 

Mounted up with bolt and screw! 

Assembled solid in monochromed poetic drafts. 

 

Collab, collab! A trend that’s trending! 

A fad that now seems ever growing... 

Each other’s style we will be wearing. 

Matching ensembles, yours for the liking. 

 

Collab, collab! More of it please! 

Ocean of creativity, pearls ripe for picking, 

Journey for two across artistic seas. 

Wonder who with next I’ll be swimming... 

https://hellopoetry.com/poem/885295/collab/

