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At last month’s meeting, one of the items of business was to change
the name of the Violet Richardson Award to the Youth Community
Service Award. And, while it is true that the name Violet Richardson is
not recognized by the youth to whom the award is presented, I hope that
we Soroptimists never forget this founding member and first president
of our great organization.
With that in mind, please join me in reminiscing….What kind of woman
was she? Well, this article was published in the San Francisco Call and
Post on July 30, 1914.
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“The journey
between what you
once were and who
you are now
becoming is where the
dance of life
really takes place.”
~Barbara De Angelis
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“Berkley Teacher with Shotgun Declares War of
Extermination on Reptiles”
“Rattlesnakes, take warning! Miss Violet
Richardson is looking for you. She wears a khaki suit,
leggings, a blanket strapped over her shoulder, is tall and
good looking, has a wealth of brown hair, which is
crowned by a straw hat with a wide brim. She will make
her presence known by a shotgun, but duck for cover, for
she is a crack shot.
With several bunches of rattles tied to her belt,
Miss Richardson, who was formerly connected with the
physical culture department of the University of
California and is now with the Berkeley school
department, has started a war of extermination of
the “varmits.”
During leisure hours, she practices with her
shotgun, and on Sundays and holidays stalks the Berkeley Hills for the reptiles. Miss Richardson has organized a
hiking club of women, who will pay particular attention
to the wigglers and have already sounded the alarm of
the impending doom. Miss Richardson, besides her
prowess with the rifle and shotgun, has organized the
Women’s Gym Club of Berkeley, and is a dainty dancer
and exponent of physical culture for jaded nerves and
tired bodies.”

And isn’t this the attitude that we wish for all of our young ladies? A
“can do,” “won’t quit,” “looking out for others” attitude that prepares
them to deal with life and anything that it might toss in their direction!
Changing the name of our award is a great idea considering the audience we
are hoping to attract, but, please, let’s be sure to share with this younger generation the rich
legacy on which our organization is built!
Onward and upward,
President Gena
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Letter from the Editor
CALENDAR

Dear Friends,
It’s December—a time of coming together in peace, love and joy. It is a time of
giving and receiving and recognizing the gifts.
One evening two weeks ago there was heavy wind and rain. In the morning when
Blue and I walked there was a section along our path where a lot of leaves had
accumulated. Some leaves were plastered flat against the pavement—almost as if
they had melded with it. Other leaves were only partially ‘glued’ down. Several
were upside down—with their veins clearly showing. Some leaves were still a bit
green; others were yellow or gold with tints of orange and red. It reminded me of a
picture painted with a palette of fall colors. I wonder if the wind, rain and leaves
realized the beautiful gift they presented me.
The next morning when we walked, many of the leaves were gone—blown away
by the same wind that brought them together. The picture was a bit different, but
still vibrant.
The picture of the leaves reminded me of a video with a one-man band that Rob
recently showed me. This man set up his equipment in the lobby of a hotel.
His guitar strung over his shoulder, the musician asked if there was a request from
the audience. Someone yelled out for him to play a piano tune. This was followed
by laughter in the crowd. The musician did have a keyboard with him. He stopped
momentarily and—right there and then—he composed a new song, starting with the
piano, then moving to the guitar. The audience was amazed! The joke was on them.
What a gift to be able to compose such beautiful music—especially on the fly.
I wonder if the crowd recognized that special gift.
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I received two special gifts at our Gala Gift Show last weekend. The first came
from a woman wearing a sweatshirt. The picture on the front was an old car with
a Christmas tree strapped to the top. This brought back memories of the family car
pulling up with our Christmas tree. It made me smile.
The second one was a little bittersweet. I was getting ready to take a picture of one
of the vendors. Standing outside the booth was a man dressed in jeans and a grey
hoodie—his hands in his pockets. As I raised my camera, the man leaned into the
frame of the picture. I immediately thought of my brother Joe who passed away in
January. That is something so like him. Emotions running thru my body, I lowered
my camera. I touched the shoulder of the man, telling him how he reminded me of
my brother. I thanked him. In that moment, we shared more than a smile. As most
of you know, all my biological family lives in Illinois. These two encounters
heightened my awareness that family ties transcend time and space.
Gifts are not always something we can put in a box and tie with a ribbon.
For instance, look at the leaves on the pavement and the one-man band mentioned
above. Both of these reminded me of Soroptimist. Like the leaves, we come together
to form a picture. Each of us adds color and texture. When we move into different
roles within the club—or even step back a bit—the picture may be different, but it
is still vibrant. We know our work is not in vain. Like the one-man band, when
something unexpected is asked of us, we look within and find a way to fulfill the
request. In the process, we learn more about ourselves. As we use our creativity we
produce something amazing that is a gift to everyone.
I recognize the gift that each of you are. I am grateful to be part of this amazing
group and to share with you on the Journey to the Mountaintop. Wishing you all
peace, love and joy.
Light and Love,
Kathy Purcell, Editor

“Free yourself from the complexities and drama of
your life. Simplify. Look within. Within ourselves we all
have the gifts and talents we need to fulfill the purpose
we’ve been blessed with.” ~Steve Maraboli

*Evening Meeting

“Each day comes bearing
its own gifts. Untie the ribbons.”
~Ruth Ann Schabacker

“And now here is my secret, a very
simple secret; it is only with the
heart that one can see rightly, what
is essential is invisible to the eye.”
~Antoine de Saint-Exupery
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Deborah Carlson
Paul Pacelli
Dave Fickes
Sandy Lawrence
Jeni Dix

JANUARY, 2018
6
10
17

Rose Jaeger
Kate Creasey
Kathy Cunha

Note the phone number for our
MEDICAL LOAN CLOSET

504-0231

There will be a 5th Tuesday event at Solana Clubhouse on Tuesday,
January 30th @ 5:30 p.m. It will be a potluck
and the theme is yet TBD.

SOROPTIMIST MEETING DATES TO REMEMBER

“The month of December isn’t
magical because it sparkles.
It’s magical because it changes
people’s hearts …
at least momentarily.”
~Toni Sorenson

NWR Conference
Coeur d’Alene, ID
Coeur d’Alene Resort
April 20–22, 2018
45th Biennial SIA Convention
Yokohama, Japan
July 30–August 2, 2018
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AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS

The Awards and Scholarship ladies are hard at it! Elaine Bradford,
Betty Osborne and Sandy Lawrence have done a wonderful job
advertising and searching the area for Live Your Dream
applicants. The judges will have a difficult decision this year as
there are several extremely qualified women in the running.
Live Your Dream is the only award we bestow that is judged by
non-Soroptimist persons. A panel of three judges go through a
lengthy process of reviewing applications, checking accuracy of
stated information and contacting references. The deadline for
applications was November 15 with our selection being passed on to Regional by February 2, 2018. The award
recipients have the opportunity to be judged again by Regional for a $5000 award. Good job Elaine, Sandy
and Betty!
The young women, and men, starting out today have more obstacles than we did, in my opinion. Both parents
have to work, single moms are stretched beyond imagination, child care costs are astronomical, housing costs
continue to increase, wages never catch up at this level, insurance continues to rise. I don't know how they
do it. It's easy to see how one could give up. These young women that find their way to our awards and
scholarships are the fighters, the diggers, the ones that hold on and grit their teeth and do whatever has to be
done to make it. Our support, both financial and personal, might be the lifeline that gets them through their
darkest, toughest times. We might never really know. Remember, as these ladies pass through our fingers
and lives for that brief moment, that our small contribution of money and time, kind words, smiles and
congratulations, support, just might be what gives them the little boost they need to carry on. When we have
awardees at the meetings, please take a moment to touch their lives. Just a word, a pat, a look. Let them know
that we know.
Thank you for all that you do, each and every one of you. Every move matters.
~Deb Carlson, Awards and Scholarships Chair

“The most important gift anyone can give a girl is a belief in her own power as an individual, her value
without reference to gender, her respect as a person with potential.” ~Emilie Buchwald

SPONSORING THRU WOMEN FOR WOMEN INTERNATIONAL
One of the “sisters” our club sponsors through Women for Women
International—Spogmai Rozgul from Afghanistan—is in the final
quarter of her training and I sent her a note of congratulations and
encouragement. Spogmai has formed strong bonds with others in her
training program and thereby gained a network of support. She has had
skills training, financial training, health education, and has learned about
her value and rights as a citizen. We can feel very good that as a club
we’ve given her a lot of help in bettering her life and that of her family.
As soon as this sponsorship has ended, we will submit our budgeted funds for another sponsorship.
The woman we sponsor will be from one of the eight countries served by Women for Women, and I will
be sure to notify the club when we learn where the next person we sponsor lives.
Jane Manzer
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Soroptimist Helping and Empowering—SHE
DREAM IT, BE IT (DIBI)

INFO FROM SIA

The info in the sidebar is from Soroptimist International of the
Americas and doesn’t adequately explain what the short term
program goals and objectives are and/or could be. The course
helps the girls see who they are, what they value, who they
admire or identify with and for what qualities—and exposes
them to resources available to study about those things that
interest them.

Dream It, Be It is a Soroptimist Dream
Program. The Soroptimist Dream Programs
ensure women and girls have access to the
education and training they need to reach
their full potential and live their dreams.

Early last year I asked our board if we could evaluate our ability
to present this dream program in Sequim. It would fall under our
signature project, Soroptimist Helping and Empowering—SHE.
This Fall, seven of us reviewed the sessions, each summarizing
one of the seven sessions for a group meeting. As the committee
evaluated their sessions, they summarized with the following
criteria.








Dream It, Be It targets girls in secondary
school who face obstacles to their future
success. It provides girls with access to
professional role models, career education
and the resources to live their dreams.
The topics covered include career
opportunities, setting and achieving goals,
overcoming obstacles to success and how
to move forward after setbacks or failures.
Soroptimist clubs will work in partnership
with girls in small groups or a conference
setting to provide them with the
information and resources they want and
need to be successful.

Session #X – Brief description (use the summary attached)
Proposed objective/goals – Does the proposed course
outline fit the session goals?
Will the proposed activities keep the students engaged?
What types of outside influence/facilitator/guest speakers
are needed to present this session? Can Soroptimists present it?
What types of costs/materials might be incurred to provide for the proposed program curriculum?
Will this make a difference for teenage girls in our community?
Any other comments/information?

The complete copy of the summary is available at this link: http://sisequim.org/DIBI_summary%20of%
20sessions.pdf.
Tess Jackson, Program Director for the Sequim branch of the Boys & Girls Club, and I met to go over the
summary.
The Boys & Girls Club is offering a program called L5—life skills beginning with ages 8-13. Tess wants to
continue that L5 program to teens, 14-18. They meet once a week. We discussed how our Dream It, Be It
program could complement their L5 program.

With the Soroptimist curriculum and session agendas supplied, and some discussion as to how to administer
it, Tess and I will meet again on December 11 to talk about this endeavor. At this time, they are excited about
the opportunity to have our Soroptimist club as a support system for their teens.
I hope to have an update at our business meeting. If you are interested in being involved in the evaluation and
future presentation of this program, contact Sandy Lawrence.
~Sandy Lawrence, DIBI Chair

“Vision without action is merely a dream. Action
without vision just passes the time. Vision with
action can change the world.” ~Joel A. Barker
SI Sequim - 5

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATES
To better accommodate members, the New Member Social has been redesigned. The dates are the same, first
Tuesday of the month, but gathering times will vary to meet busy schedules (morning coffee, lunch, evening).
Missy will contact new members before each gathering to determine their preferred time. Membership
committee members will host and determine location.
Mark your calendars for the next social on Tuesday, January 2nd!
~Membership Committee

“Christmas... is not an external event at
all, but a piece of one’s home that one
carries in one’s heart...” ~Freya Stark

MEMBERSHIP—COOL STUFF

Sylvia Oster has been elected as the Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla
Commander for 2018 with the Port Angeles Flotilla 44 Unit. She'll be
overseeing auxiliary operations in that unit and working with the Coast
Guard Unit in Por t Angeles. She is looking for war d to a gr eat exper ience!
Congratulations, Sylvia!

“The joy of brightening other lives, bearing each other’s burdens, easing other’s loads and supplanting
empty hearts and lives with generous gifts becomes for us the magic of Christmas.” ~W.C. Jones

Soroptimists Pack the Agnew Grocery
On Tuesday, December 5, a group of Sequim Soroptimists met at the Agnew
Grocery store to shop and show our support. As you may know, the McDonald
Creek bridge is being replaced. It is seismically vulnerable and is considered
functionally obsolete due to its narrowness and its high traffic volume.
We are five months into an estimated nine months of construction—most of it
with the Old Olympic Highway closed at that point. An idea was floated to show up as a flash mob or group of
Soroptimists at one time. Many who wanted to attend at the designated time, but were not able, showed up early
or later to add to the “mob.”
Leaving the new member get-together, Jane Manzer talked Dave Fickes into caravanning with us to the store.
He and a few others had never been there. We saw Jan Chapman, Paulette Hill, Su Howat, Sandy Lawrence,
Jane Manzer, Connie VanRoosendaal, and….there picking up a few things—Drake’s Pizza, wine, beer, non-dairy
cheese. Thanks for helping to support one of our local businesses during construction of the bridge.

~Sandy Lawrence
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PROGRAM COMMITTEE UPDATE
The Program Committee has confirmed that our guest speaker for the April 24,
2018, program meeting will be Betsy Reed Schultz, founder and Director of
Capt. Joseph House Foundation. The Captain Joseph House serves as a respite
house for Gold Star Veteran Families of our military's fallen heroes and is
located in Port Angeles.
Elaine Bradford, Program Chair

NORTH OLYMPIC LIBRARY SYSTEM—NOLS
The guest speaker at our November program meeting was Margaret
Jakubcin, Director of the North Olympic Library System (NOLS).
Four libraries are part of NOLS: Clallam Bay, Forks, Port Angeles, and
Sequim branches. The libraries offer more than just books. There are meeting rooms, NOLS gear (everything from iPads and pedometers to rhythm
buckets to birding kits), ONP poetry walks, Coding camps,
Microsoft Office Certification testing and more. They also offer outreach
to the homebound—keeping them connected literally. Although the digital
age is here, libraries aren’t going anywhere.

Margaret Jakubcin

Our community has been steadily growing and the Sequim library needs to grow with it in
order to stay effective. The Sequim Branch Expansion Project is underway. It is a four
phase plan: 1) Feasibility Study; 2) Conceptual Planning and Development; 3) Community
Involvement; 4) Funding Solutions. Libraries are the unsung heroes—the silent halls of
higher education for those who enter. Emily Sly accompanied Margaret Jakubcin to our
meeting. Emily started as a volunteer at the Sequim library and now she is the volunteer
coordinator. Libraries help everyone to learn, create and connect. ~kp

Emily Sly

IT’S LIKE THIS
The word Facebook has become a household word. You hear people saying,
“did you check out my Facebook page?” or “Hey, like me on Facebook.”
Whatever you hear about Facebook, it seems it will be with us for a very
long time. So, my Soroptimist Sisters, I am asking that you “like” our
Soroptimist Facebook page. Why, you ask? Well, here are some answers to
that question. When we posted our application for our Youth Community
Service award, 292 individuals saw that page. This posting was
viewed by the largest audience so far, but on the average our posts are seen
by approximately 100 individuals. When you “like” our page, it shows up on
your page, which allows you to share with other individuals. It becomes a
tool to educate the public about Soroptimist, but also gives our organization
the opportunity to share accomplishments by women and girls locally, across
the United States, as well as internationally. The Public Awareness committee asks all our members to jump on board and “like” our page and encourage your family, friends and co-workers to do the same.
Linda Klinefelter and Donna Carson
Public Awareness Co-Chairs
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FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE

Finance Committee Update
The exciting news is that we have successfully obtained a 2.7% rate with PayPal because of our non-profit status.
This is a savings of 1.5% over PayPal’s standard business rate and more than a 15% savings over the previous
system the Club was using.
With PayPal we were able to accept credit cards with or without chips at the Gala Gift
Show and will use it for the upcoming Garden Show. In addition, we have successfully
tested using PayPal to “invoice” vendors and sponsors of the Gift and Garden shows.
By sending an invoice to an email address, the vendor is able to simply follow the link
provided and make payments directly to PayPal. There is no need for us to collect and guard sensitive credit
card information. PayPal also helps us by tracking when invoices were sent, which have been paid already and
reminds us to re-send unpaid invoices after a few days.
The Finance Committee will consider adding a $5.00 transaction fee for the
2018 Gala Gift Show vendors choosing to pay using PayPal. This would be an
extension of the policy used for several years by the Gala Garden Show.

“If you want to feel rich, just
count the things you have that
money can’t buy.” ~Proverb

~Jeanne Martin and Jane Manzer, Finance Co-Chairs

December 10th President’s Appeal and You
As members of Soroptimist International of the Americas (SIA), located in 21 countries and territories, we
participate in our life changing dream programs—Live Your Dream: Education and Tr aining Awar ds for
Women and Dream It, Be It: Career Support for Girls. Not only do our dream programs support our mission,
they align with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4: Quality Education. Our access
and participation with the United Nations comes through our relationship to Soroptimist International.
December 10th is Human Rights Day; the day in 1948 the United Nations General Assembly adopted the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It is also the day clubs are asked to learn more about Soroptimist
International and make a donation to the “President’s Appeal.”
Every Soroptimist International (SI) President proposes a “President’s Appeal;”a project that calls upon
Soroptimists worldwide, across all four federations, to raise funds during the President’s two-year tenure.
The 2017-2019 President of Soroptimist International is Mariet Verhoef-Cohen. Her appeal is “Women,
Water & Leadership”—supporting projects that educate, empower and enable women and girls, ensuring
they have the capacity, experience and education needed to manage water resources and gain careers in
water-related professions.
As SI President Mariet launches her appeal let’s take the opportunity to learn and share information about
“Women, Water & Leadership” by utilizing the tools provided below to raise awareness about this program
to improve the position of women and girls as experts and leaders on the topic of water.
Soroptimist International of the Americas (SIA) clubs and members can help fund the 2017-2019 President’s
Appeal by sending donations to SIA Headquarters with the completed federation financial transaction form.
To read more about SI President Mariet:
https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/about-us/si-president
To read more about the 2017-2019 President’s Appeal: Women, Water & Leadership:
https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/campaigns/women-water-and-leadership-2017-2019
To access President’s Appeal resources (Logo, power point presentation, and brochure):
https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/members-area/si-resources
To access the Soroptimist International of the Americas financial transaction form:
https://www.soroptimist.org/members/fundraising/fundraisingdocs/laurelsociety/financialtransactionform.pdf
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GALA GIFT SHOW

Our 2017, 6th annual Gala Gift Show was a glamorous,
glittery success!! Friday night set-up was smooth and
swift. Thank you to all of the MANY Soroptimists and
husbands who were there to make the work melt into
the night and transform the Boys & Girls Club into a
wintery semi-wonderland of shimmering beauty.
We had a full house of vendors who started their
morning with fresh, hot cinnamon rolls and steaming
hot coffee delivered to them in their booths—a
pampering treat that they all SO appreciate as they
are busy getting last minute details attended to.
Doors opened at 10 a.m. and the mob waiting outside
literally RAN to the Bake Sale table; I counted people
six deep all around the three lengths of tables! They
were, once again, sold out within two hours. Thank
you to ALL who baked and baked and baked, and
the wrappers who wrapped their hearts out all
day Friday. Our cafe sold out, again, of the two
delicious soups prepared by our own Paulette, and
her husband, Rick Hill, of Sequim Fresh Catering
(the BEST caterers in town!). By 2:00 p.m. we
had only water and coffee to offer! Selling out is
our goal!
We had a full house and a wonderful variety of
vendors to choose lovely wares from. I,
personally, had a very profitable day. As our
surveys from the other vendors come in we
hope we'll hear that they too were pleased with
their day.
Thank you to all of the committee chairs for working as
a team with their committee members, you made my job
easier.
All of the volunteers that worked the entire day,
smiled and assisted our vendors, helped load and
clean, THANK YOU!!
Kathy Purcell created a photographic journey of
the day, thank you Kathy. You never saw her
without her camera aimed at someone.
Our club has once again made a festive, beautiful,
contribution to our community and it is thanks to all
of YOU.
~Deb Carlson, Gala Gift Show Chair

More pics: https://www.flickr.com/photos/108582458@N03/albums/72157689914309784
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GALA GARDEN SHOW CORE MEETS
The Gala Garden Show Core Committee met on December 6. More members showed
up than originally expected. What a TEAM! Below are some highlights.







Deadline for submission of articles to Linda Klinefelter for the Sequim Gazette
insert is January 29, 2018.
Over $6300 has been received in Sponsorship (Cash and In-Kind). If you are thinking of being a
sponsor, consider sending your donation by the end of the year so it will be part of your 2017 giving.
There are only seven booth spaces still available inside—a few for which we are waiting to receive
Vendors’ paperwork.
T-shirts ordering will be announced at the next business meeting.
There will be a couple of first-time Speakers this year—including Susan Kalmar—one of our new
members who is also a Master Gardener.
Our next Core Committee meeting is scheduled for January 17, 2018

One of the great things about committee meetings is—when someone is uncertain how to accomplish
something, another member of the committee offers information or volunteers to help. The coming
together—the meeting of the minds and sharing our strengths—provides a catalyst for our success.
We thank you all for being part of it!
~Kathy Purcell & Su Howat, 2018 Gala Garden Show Co-chairs

WORDS OF GRATITUDE
Dear Soroptimist of Sequim,
It is with sincere gratitude that we send this small note
of appreciation to you for your recent donation of a gift
basket for our annual Visitors & Information Center
(VIC) Volunteer Appreciation luncheon. Our volunteers
commented many times throughout the event how
special and appreciated they felt and that is in large part
because of you! We are so incredibly thankful for you
and your membership.

Sincerely,
Your Sequim-Dungeness Valley Chamber of Commerce
And Visitors Information Center Team
Sheri, Melanie, Kassie
Dear Sequim Soroptimists,
Thank you for sponsoring my ad for the National Ms.
Senior America Pageant. I am proud to be a Soroptimist
and did my best to represent you well at the pageant and
throughout the year as Ms. Washington, 2017.

Cherie Kidd

Thank you so much for
your generous gift.
This is awesome!
We are so grateful.
Grand Olympic Chorus

The staff and crew of
Gateway Medical Alliance
(GMA) wish to thank you
for all the times you have
honored us with your gifts
so that others around the
world may be enriched by
your kindness.
May God bless you richly
for your continued support
of GMA.

SI Sequim - 10

December 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

10 am to 4 pm
3

4

5
Deborah Carlson

6

7
Paul Pacelli

8
BOARD MEETING

9

10

11

12
Business Meeting

13

14

15

16
Dave Fickes

17

18

19
Christmas Party
at Camp Ramblewood

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
Sandy Lawrence

29

30

Merry Christmas

31
Jenni Dix

January 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5
BOARD MEETING

6
Rose Jaeger

7

8

9
Business Meeting

10
Kate Creasey

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
Kathy Cunha

18

19

20

21

22

23
Program Meeting

24

25

26

27

28

29
Deadline for submission
of Garden Show articles
to Linda Klinefelter for
the Sequim Gazette

30
5th Tuesday
Solana Clubhouse
5:30 pm.
Theme TBA

31

Recipe for Christmas All Year Long

t

by Joanna Fuchs
Take a heap of child-like wonder
That opens up our eyes
To the unexpected gifts in life—
Each day a sweet surprise.
Mix in fond appreciation
For the people whom we know;
Like festive Christmas candles,
Each one has a special glow.
Add some giggles and some laughter,
A dash of Christmas food,
(Amazing how a piece of pie
Improves our attitude!)

Stir it all with human kindness;
Wrap it up in love and peace,
Decorate with optimism, and
Our joy will never cease.
If we use this healthy recipe,
We know we will remember
To be in the Christmas spirit,
Even when it's not December.

Soroptimist International of Sequim
PO Box 126
Sequim, WA 98382

improving the lives of women and
girls through programs leading to
social and economic empowerment.

To a Person Making a Difference for Women

