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“You look out there
and there’s people that,
their day is changed
because of your
contribution to it.”
~Brad Paisley

President’s Message

It’s hard to believe it’s already June! It feels like just yesterday that I began my
presidency. While there have been bumps and potholes along the way—mostly my
own doing as learning the ropes often leads to challenges—I have gained invaluable
knowledge, renewed friendships, and a strong sense of accomplishment. Allow me to
share why.

Over the past 14 years, | have typically avoided any path to the presidency. As I’ve
mentioned, my hesitation was influenced by an earlier experience. I served as president
of a foster parent association in California, where I learned about tolerance and patience.
Fostering children involves a whirlwind of emotions, and while many foster parents
turned to me for support, they were often reluctant to seek training or adopt techniques
for working with children who faced significant challenges. That experience left me
feeling exhausted! But that was then, and this is now!

This past year, [ have had the honor of representing Soroptimist. Our long-standing
history in the community is rich in accomplishments. I was able to reconnect with old
acquaintances and forge new relationships. This experience has broadened my
understanding of various agencies beyond what is typically visible. It has truly been a
unique learning opportunity and has impacted on what I want for my community.

This brings me to leadership within our organization. I understand that many of you may
feel that leadership positions aren't for you, but [ want to assure you that we all possess
the capability to lead, whether it's as chairs of committees, board members, or even

future presidents. I have seen the remarkable talents within our meetings, and there are
numerous individuals among us with great potential. For our club to flourish and fulfill its
mission, we need strong leadership.

While we can be confident that our future for 2025-26 is in good hands with Roxann Harr
and her board, I encourage you to hone your skills by engaging with committees that
resonate with you, with the aim of eventually stepping into a chairing role. As I prepare to
step down from my position, I urge each member to reflect on their talents and skills and
consider how they can contribute, even in the smallest ways. I have emphasized before
that for us to thrive and succeed, everyone must play a part.

Nothing we accomplish is without hard work, but with dedication and a passion for our
community, both as individuals and as Soroptimists, we can enact meaningful change.
Thank you for allowing me the privilege to represent you, and for this extraordinary
experience.

L President Linda 2 “I define connection as the energy that exists
\ '_‘k between people when they feel seen, heard, and valued;
when they can give and receive without judgment;
and when they derive sustenance and strength
from the relationship.” ~Brené Brown
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Letter from the Editor

Dear Friends,

It’s June—the month that brings us the Summer Solstice—the first day of Summer.
June is also the month that ends the Soroptimist year. The 2024-2025 board will be
putting down their pens and closing their notebooks. The 2025-2026 board will be
picking up their pens and opening their notebooks. There is change happening.

Speaking of change . . . . this year we gave out a chuck of change—or rather
dollars—to local organizations whose mission aligns with ours. It was part of our
spend down plan. Every one of the organizations was very grateful, as funding is
particularly needed right now. If you’ve read the financial reports and/or the
Soropti-Scoops you will know where our donations went, and how much they
are appreciated. We have received many hand-written notes of gratitude.

Speaking of the Soropti-Scoop, I want to thank all those who wrote articles and
provided photos for the newsletter. This is a club publication, and your
contributions are a gift to all the members.

When I joined our club, I asked about a newsletter. I was told there hadn’t been one
for a while. I found a couple copies of old editions. The name of the newsletter was
already established. I updated the masthead and developed a layout. Back then I
wrote every article; I would call the committee chair or activity coordinator and
ask questions. This helped me learn a lot very quickly. In the beginning the
frequency of publication was quarterly; then it went to every other month. Soon it
became monthly; I found it easier to remember what to report when it was done
every month. Plus, it kept things front and center in the minds of the members.

I would report on things the club did as well as include upcoming activities.

I did that for seven years. Then it was suggested that the committee chairs or
activity coordinators write the articles. That way the report came from a person who
best knew what was happening. I liked this for a couple of reasons; yes, it relieved
me a little, but more importantly, we got to hear the voices of many members,

not just mine. It gave the writers an opportunity to share what they thought was
most significant for our members to know. Not every member is involved with
every activity; having the articles in the Soropti-Scoop gave members a broader
picture of what our club does and how we work together to accomplish our goals.

Another advantage to committees writing their own articles was—some of our
members discovered they were good writers; others became better writers. A good
publication involves more than just words though.

Articles need some graphics to augment the text. A camera usually accompanied
me to meetings and activities. I became the de facto club photographer. In the
beginning my photos weren’t very good, many were taken from too far away.
Over time I got very close. By then everyone was used to seeing me with my
camera and [ was just part of the background. Why do I bring this up? Because my

having a camera and taking photos encouraged a few other members to do the same.

Also, members would see things they might not have previously noticed and they’d
shoot a photo for the newsletter. It became a team effort. We learned together.

We all have different things we bring to the team. Recognizing those and sharing
them enhances our strength and our impact. This past year we made quite an impact
while we were Sowing Seeds for the Future. As we move through the changes in
the future we know we are a united team. I am grateful to be a part of it.

~ ; ®
Kathy Purcell, Editor :g “The strength of the team is

each individual member. The strength of
each member is the team.” ~Phil Jackson

CALENDAR

JUNE

6 Joint Board Meeting
10 Business Meeting
*20 Installation of
Officers 2025-2026

JULY
18-20 Lavender Festival

*Evening Meeting

"

“Many activities and team play
participation will give you
a training that will prove invaluable
later on in life.”
~Walter Annenberg

“Time does not change us.
It just unfolds us.” ~Max Frisch
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http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2853.Phil_Jackson

Qetebnate £4¢/
SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF SEQUIM

invites you to the

JUNE

Jess McNeil Installation of the 2025-2026 Officers

Natasha Nichols and Board of Directors

Caroline Smith

JULY Friday - June 20, 2025
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Athena Dunn

Jane Manzer .

Kris Osborn Creekside Haven

Kathy Purcell 1195 Taylor Cut-Off - Sequim

Janet Wicker

HAPPY
FATHER’S DAY
v

EM ?QWERING
&

. 4
Through Encouragement

Potluck
MEDICAL LOAN CLOSET Members to provide Salads and Main Dishes

360-504-0231 A-L: Main Dish / M-Z: Salads

Note the phone number for our

Beverages: water, lemonade, coffee
Sequim Soroptimist Punch: Blackberry Lemonade w/Whipped Cream Vodka

® Medical BYO wine

&oan Dessert Provided
oset y i
A Little Help Can Make a RSVP 1'0' lnSia"@S|seqU|m-°rg

Big Disference indicate what you will be providing
by June 13, 2024

LAVENDER FESTIVAL

More Info on page 11 Spouses and Guests are Welcome!
ORGANIZATION TIME EVENT DATE LOCATION
Lavender Festival Shortcake Booth Food Servers July 18-20 Carrie Blake Park

9AM-7PM F/SA and
9AM-5PM Sunday

BAKERS: 6AM-7AM
F/SA/SU
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HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS

The Sequim High School Scholarship Awards were presented

on May 28, 2025. SIS awarded 17 girls a total of $25,000.

That included the first ever Colleen Blazier Medical Scholarship
for $2000 to Victoria Nava, who will study to become a Pediatric
Audiologist. Isabel Turrey received the Ruth Mogan Scholarship
for Business, and Alexandra Rush received a $1000 Scholarship
presented by her family in honor of former member Betty Osborn.

The funds for the scholarship awards came from our SIS Budget, our Spend Down, and directed donations
from individuals.

CONTINUING EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS

The Continuing Education Scholarship applications are now available.
This award is focused on Sequim residents and graduates and appears to be
unique to SIS. One note: we've had to turn down applicants from other
states and they report that no other Soroptimist club they can find focuses
specifically on women continuing their education.

Recognizing that the availability of and road to scholarships after high
school is less clear, the club targets Continuing Education awards to
women who have completed at least a year of post-secondary education
(24 semester or 30 quarter units). We continue to look for those who are
facing obstacles, who have need, and who are making progress towards a
clear goal.

These scholarships can go to women of any age, as long as they have
completed the above credit requirements. They can be for advanced
certification, retraining, undergraduate study or higher degrees. If you
know a student, the parent of a student, or a friend going back to school,
please share the information about our Continuing Education Scholarship. ‘
Applications are on our website and the due date is August 15, 2025. Petra Bernsten

You can find the application here: https://sisequim.org/wp-content/ Continuing Education

uploads/2025/05/2025-Continuing-Ed-app.pdf or click the graphic below. Success

3 ~Cat Xander & Kris Osborn,
I8, Awards & Scholarships Co-chairs

“The one real object of education is to have a man
in the condition of continually asking questions.”
~Bishop Mandell Creighton
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MARCH AND APRIL GIRLS OF THE MONTH
DANILYNN CERIELLO

In March, Soroptimist International of Sequim awarded Danilynn Ceriello the
title of Girl of the Month. Danilynn is an honor roll student, plays tennis,

and lists Biomed as her favorite class because she enjoys learning about how
our bodies function. In addition to her academic pursuits, she volunteers at her
church and has traveled to Mexico to help build homes for families in need.
After graduating from high school, she plans to join the military, as she has
expressed a desire to help others and serve her country.

AHRYA KLINGER

Soroptimist International of Sequim has honored Ahrya Klinger as the Girl of
the Month for April. Ahrya is a member of several organizations, including the
honor society, Interact Club, and HOSA. She actively participates in Operetta
and school musicals. In addition to her extracurricular activities, she competes
in Track & Field and is a two-time state qualifier. Ahrya also dedicates her time
to volunteering at the Sequim Food Bank and with her church youth group.

She works as a busser at Highway 101 Diner. Looking ahead, Klinger hopes to
attend Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah, where she plans to pursue a
career as a physician assistant.

“We keep moving forward, opening new doors, and doing new things, because we’re curious
and curiosity keeps leading us down new paths.” ~Walt Disney

PATHWAYS WRAP-UP

May is the last official committee meeting for Pathways, but we get together in June for a “celebration/
graduation” of sorts. This is for new members who have heard important information from every
committee, learned about the Board of Directors and Officers, and reviewed the
Bylaws and Standing Rules.

Tim’s Place was the project initiated by Kelli Ward that involved not only all
members of the club, but also the public. We collected arts and crafts and snacks to
donate to Tim’s Place, which is a local, non-profit activity program for people living
with memory loss due to Alzheimer’s and/or Dementia-related diseases. It’s success
astounded Pathways and Club members alike!

Chris Snow gave an excellent overview of the Medical Loan Closet, including handouts
with even more information. There was a lot of interaction with her, and she answered

every question in depth. Chris has been involved with MLC for several years and is very passionate about
her involvement. This program was started in 1972, and it has been an asset to the community ever since.

This was Sara Maloney’s first meeting with Pathways, and it’s a joy to have her as a new member.
She’s been friends with Linda Klinefelter for over 20 years, so when the opportunity arose for her to come
back to Sequim, she snatched it up and is happy to be a part of this club. Welcome, Sara!

77 ~Jan Hartig, Pathways Committee Chair @
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SECRET PAL REVEAL
Hello everyone!
It's time to reveal who you are to your Secret Pal!

We'll meet on Thursday, June 12th at 3 pm at the Gazebo in Carrie Blake

Park. In addition to bringing a gift to your Secret Pal gift, think about a thank you
gift for the person who has gifted you secretly this past year!

Let me know if you can join us......... it's always fun to find out who's been so kind to
you this past year!

e -

! ~Natasha Merkuloff-Nichols ®

*

“Those who are not looking for happiness are the most likely to find it, because those who are searching
forget that the surest way to be happy is to seek happiness for others.” ~Martin Luther King Jr.

HAPPY DOLLARS

May 13, 2025

Becky Archer: is happy to be back from South Carolina spending time with friends. Glad to be back.
Glen Varvil: is happy to be helping out our club

Sara Maloney: is happy and thoroughly enjoys the fact that we work with all ages of
women and girls from the very young to the very old.
Shawn Dredla: is happy for our Sip with Soroptimist, our Tea with SHE and our VIP Luncheon
Sandy Lawerence: is happy for our Sip with Soroptimist, our Tea with SHE and our VIP Luncheon
Chris Snow: is happy and was so encouraged by the cheering and appreciation expressed by the people
who were watching the parade. So many people expressed their gratitude for the MLC.
Linda Klinefelter: is happy because she will be 82 on her birthday!

May 27, 2025

Kris Osborn: is happy and excited that 17 girls benefited from SIS this year.

Jan Hartig: is happy to have traveled to Southern California had a great time with her kids,
grandchildren and new great- grandchild.

Natasha Merkuloff-Nichols: is happy and expressed thanks for all the calls and cards of well-wishes
for Jim’s recovery.

Shelly Huntington: is happy that Life is good.

Roxann Harr: is happy to have had a great family barbecue over the weekend.

Linda Klinefelter: is happy she was able to celebrate her birthday with her daughter and son-in-law.

Sandy Lawrence: is happy to have celebrated her 50th wedding anniversary.

Virginia Kostanich: is happy to have had a great visit with a dear friend.

Shawn Dredla: is happy and thankful for a wonderful Club year.
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MEMBERSHIP EXPRESSES GRATITUDE

Happy hello from membership,

We are halfway through 2025, and as preparation for the lavender festival kicks off and the summer

break begins, membership would like to extend a thank you to everyone for their hard work and dedication
to making this year exceptional; we had significant interest in our programs this year and hope to see that
same passion continue to grow in the new season.

When speaking with your friends and potential members, please keep us in mind; we are always willing to
reach out, meet up, and share the Soroptimist spirit!

“Look closely at the present you are constructing: it should look like the future you are dreaming.”
—Alice Walker

~Brandi Larson :;;

“In the sweetness of friendship let there be laughter, and sharing of pleasures. For in the dew of little things
the heart finds its morning and is refreshed.” ~Khalil Gibran

FRIENDSHIP CONNECITONS

A Message from Past-Member Elaine Bradford . . . .
In March I went on a 12-night trip with Shipley Center
to Costa Rica with several friends. Here is a photo of
some of us with our wonderful tour guide. Photo was
taken at the Budda Cafe in Tortuguera “the Amazon
of Costa Rica.” Missing in the photo is Sally Pearson,
my roommate and member of SIPA (the Noon club).
We had a magical time.

~Elaine Bradford
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BLAST FROM THE PAST: SOME INSTALLATIONS

2006 Pinning
Past-President
Kate Creasey

Make Dreams
Happen

Nobody’ ored

“Cherish your visions and your dreams as they are the children of your soul, the blueprints of your ultimate achievements.”
~Napoleon Hill

ST Sequim - 8




S
\.”' A {
e e
&
«

™ Rt

u ‘E,-'. | < =m-
| o — —
| ’- = ;

2016-2017 Board

ROBERT OSSEM

AKA:

Q' AWESO

2019-2020 Board

b,
Inner Treasures

SI Sequim - 9



MEDICAL LOAN CLOSET RECOGNIZED BY COMMUNITY AT THE IRRIGATION PARADE

This month’s highlight was participating in the Sequim Irrigation Festival Parade. Becky Archer,

Shawn Dredla, Cat Xander, Kris Osborn, Patty Lebowitz, Sandy Lawrence, Natasha Merkoff-Nichols,

Chris Snow and our fearless leader Cheryl Easterling had a lot of fun walking the parade route with our
banner, MLC equipment and handouts. We were all encouraged by the enthusiastic greetings from the people
watching the parade! Kudos to Cheryl for organizing this great way to say ‘hello’ to our community!

=

Serving the Community for Over 50 Years
Your Donations Keep Us Open

We received a lovely thank you card from one of our MLC clients which read: “Thank you for being there at
the medical lending closet to help with my equipment needs. Hip replacement surgery went well and the items
helped in the recovery process. It is nice that this service is available for short time needs.” All our clients
express verbal thanks, but it is especially sweet when they put their words in writing!

We had another historically busy month. In May we answered 203 calls (an average of 50 calls a week),
lent 144 items, and had 158 items returned. We received $795 in donations from our generous community.

"% ~Susan Coffee and Chris Snow, MLC Co-chairs

“Kindness is more important than wisdom, and the recognition of this
is the beginning of wisdom.” ~Theodore Isaac Rubin

A DONATION FOR ARTS IN SCHOOL

We are excited to announce its donation

to Peninsula Performs. Jeanne Martin,
Finance Chair (left) presents a $10,000
donation to Kayla Oakes (right) from

Field Arts & Events Hall. This innovative
program, offered through the Field Arts &
Events Hall, will connect art providers with
students and educators in the Sequim
School District. This curriculum-based arts
integration approach incorporates music,
dance, theater, and visual arts into learning
and aligns with both the Common Core State
Standards and the National Core

Arts Standards.
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STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE FOR LAVENDER FESTIVAL

Attention Members! As you know we will be doing a fundraiser during Lavender Festival. Pauline Geraci and
Dave Fickes are organizing this. Pauline would like you to respond to her directly regarding the time(s) and area(s)
you can work. She would like you to let her know if you are willing to bake, volunteer or do both

for the festivities. Her email address is pmgeraci@gmail.com. Remember, please respond to Pauline.
None of the tasks are difficult: taking orders, collecting the money, or assembling shortcakes.

We’d like two or more people who will bake the biscuits at the Boys & Girls club in Sequim, they’ll
be made from a mix. Our club needs to have a minimum of four people in the booth at all times.

& 1 ~Patty Lebowitz, Fundraising Chair %

“Lavender whispers to your mind, ‘Be still; peace is already within you.”” ~Unknown

2026 GALA GARDEN SHOW CORE COMMITTEE STATUS

The www.sequimgardenshow.com website has been updated with generic info.
Roxann Harr has volunteered to co-chair the show with Kathy Purcell. YAY'!

Roxann and Kathy are heading up the Artwork Contest for the 2026 show. An eblast with the artwork packet was sent
via email on May 1, with a deadline for submission being July 25, 2025. We have a list of artists who we’ve sent to in
the past and we used that again this year. No entries have been received to date. The artwork contest packet is available
on the GGS website: https://sequimgardenshow.com/artwork/2026/2026-SIS-GardenShowArtworkPacket.pdf

The 2026 Gala Garden Show Core Committee is almost complete. Many of the members who filled spots on the core
committee last year are staying on in those positions for the 2026 GGS.

The biggest change is in the Media Marketing area. For many years, more than you can count on one hand,

Linda Klinefelter handled that area solo. At the last two GGS Core meetings Linda stated she wanted someone else to
do that area for the next show. After working on the job description for Media Marketing, Linda discovered it really has
three different components: Newspaper, Radio and Facebook. Although Linda did all of these components, it is a lot to
expect from one person. Linda reached out to Kelli Ward and she agreed to do the Facebook component. Linda reached
out to Cat Xander and she agreed to do the Radio component. The Newspaper component is still open.

With Cat moving into the Media Marketing/Radio area that left the Signage area open. Glen Varvil has agreed to step in
to handle that role. Thank you, Glen!

Another change is: Kelli Ward will be handling updating the Vendor map and the webpage that lists the vendors
participating in the GGS. Chris Snow did this in the past. Shawn Dredla and Brandi Larson will still be doing Vendor
Recruitment, but Shawn is looking for one more person.

Now that Chris isn’t doing the above, she has volunteered to do the Volunteer/Staffing for the 2026 show.
Jeanne Martin said she was happy to turn over her records to Chris.

We’ve added a new position to the core committee: Scribe; this person will take notes at the meetings, type them up
and send them to the GGS Core Co-chairs. They will review them, make any updates and send the notes out to the
core committee. Deb Alwine will be our Scribe for the 2026 GGS.

One of the areas still open is Vendor Support.

~Roxann Harr & Kathy Purcell, GGS Co-chairs

The first 2026 GGS Core Committee meeting will be August 5, 2025 at 9 am at 1st Security Bank in
Sequim—the same location for last year’s GGS Core Committee meetings. We encourage all core
committee members to attend as we will be voting on the featured artwork.
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

Dear Soroptimists,

On behalf of our entire team, I want to extend our
heartfelt thanks for your generous contribution.
Your supports is helping preschoolers build the
foundation they need to succeed—paving the way
toward a bright future and ultimately, graduation.

Thank you, Linda, for making this a special project.
Your dedication and passion will leave a lasting
impact.

Your generosity and commitment to empowering
young learners inspires and heartens us. Thank you
for being valued partners in such important work.

Warmly,
Kim Rosales, Preschool Director

Hello and thank you for your continuing thought and
generosity to the Kathleen Sutton Fund. Please know
the impact you make to the women these funds reach
in their battle with cancer. Your extra generous gift
this year and the many past years of support are so
appreciated.

Thank you again!
Barbara Carr, President KSF

Dear Members of Soroptimist International
of Sequim,

Thank you for the generous gift of $20,000.00 to be
used for the Student Emergency Aid Grant. We are
deeply grateful for your commitment to PC students.
Y our donation enables students to focus on their
success rather than financial concerns. Thank you!

This is an exciting and transformative time at PC, and
you are playing a pivotal role. With our community’s
support, our Foundation has been instrumental in
new program growth this year. Every student in

new programs launched this year received a

PC Foundation scholarship, and many more in
existing programs have as well, whether seeking
professional/ technical training or a transfer degree.
Our Foundation continues to provide emergency aid
for students who, without this funding, would be
faced with dropping out. Your generosity helps us to
achieve this life-changing work!

We know that you have many options for your
charitable giving, and we are grateful that you have
chosen the Peninsula College Foundation.

Thank you, and please don't hesitate to reach out if
you ever have any questions.

With warmest regards,
Cheryl Crane
Executive Director

Suzy Ames
President Peninsula College

Dear Members of Soroptimist
International of Sequim,

| am writing to express my heartfelt
thanks for awarding me the Colleen
Blazier Medical Scholarship. It is a

tremendous honor to receive this

your support as [ pursue my dream of
becoming a pediatric audiologist. I will

honors the memory of Colleen Blazier
and her incredible achievements.

scholarship, and I am deeply grateful for

strive to become the kind of doctor who

Also, I will happily sign the media
release form. You are more than
welcome to brag about me and share my
story in the newspaper and on Facebook
as much as you like.

I’ll be sure to keep you updated on my
future endeavors. Thank you once again
for believing in my potential and
investing in my dreams.

Warmest Regards,

Viu*or‘w\ L . O oW A

Victoria L. Nava
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June 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 i 3 4 5 & 7
BOARD MEETING
BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH
Jess MoMeil
Matasha Murkuloff-Hichols
Caroline Smith
8 9 "0 11 12 13 14
Business Meeting
16 17 18 19 0 1
Installation of 2025-2026
Board of Directors
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July 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 5
BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH
»Sghwﬂwzz < '
ane Manzer e
Kathy Purcell i
Janet Wicker
6 7 '8 9 10 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Sequim Lavender | Sequim Lavender
Weekend Weekend
July 18-20 2025 _:_c 18-20 2025
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20 21 22 23 24
Sequim Lavender
Weekend
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? RN AT
28 29 30 31
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Planting the Meadow by Mary Makofske

| leave the formal garden of schedules
where hours hedge me, clip the errant sprigs
of thought, and day after day, a boxwood
topiary hunt chases a green fox

never caught. No voice calls me to order

as | enter a dream of meadow, kneel

to earth and, moving east to west, second
the motion only of the sun. | plant

frail seedlings in the unplowed field, trusting

the wildness hidden in their hearts. Spring light

sprawls across false indigo and hyssop,
daisies, flax. Clouds form, dissolve, withhold
or promise rain. In time, outside of time,

the unkempt afternoons fill up with flowers.

Soroptimist International of Sequim
PO Box 126
Sequim, WA 98382

SOROPTIMIST®

Investing in Dreams

Soroptimist®: a global volunteer
organization that provides women
and girls with access to education

and training they need to achieve To a Person Making a Difference for Women
economic empowerment.
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