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President’s Message 
 
Hello everyone, 
 
I’d like to share my recent vacation travel story that turned into an unexpected lesson on 
perspective and resilience. My husband and I took a road trip to Banff and Jasper in Canada, 
and it was truly breathtaking! The weather was perfect, the scenery stunning, and we met 
people from all corners of the globe. 
 
However, our wonderful vacation took a turn when we arrived at our hotel in Banff, and I 
realized my driver’s license was missing. As it was my only form of ID, panic set in.  
Despite searching high and low, it was nowhere to be found. My mind immediately jumped 
to the worst-case scenario: How would we cross the border home? 
 
In the midst of my stress, we reached out to the American Embassy and Border Patrol.  
To my relief, the Border Patrol supervisor assured me I would be allowed to return to  
the US. It was a moment of great relief. 
 
Reflecting on this experience, I realized how easily I had been influenced by the constant 
stream of negative news. I had allowed fear and worry to overshadow the kindness and  
support that are so often present. 
 
This experience has made me think deeply about how government cuts are affecting our 
community and what we, as Soroptimist, can do. Linda and I recently attended a breakfast 
hosted by United Way to support the Peninsula Food Banks. We heard from many non-
profits facing significant budget cuts or anticipating them. It’s a challenging time, but it’s 
also an opportunity to show the strength and compassion of our community. 
 
I am confident that by working together, we can overcome these challenges with generosity 
and kindness. We may need to stretch our resources and work a little harder, but I believe 
that, united, we can continue to empower others through encouragement, support, and un-
wavering dedication. 
 
Thank you for your commitment and passion. I am excited to see what we can achieve  
together in the months ahead. 
 
Warmly, 

President Roxann 
 
 
 

“Most misunderstandings 
in the world could be 

avoided if people would 
simply take the time  

to ask, “What else could 
this mean?”  

~Shannon L. Alder 



 

CALENDAR 

   
         
OCTOBER 

 

GGS Core Cmt Mtg 
Tea with SHE 
Board Meeting 
Business Meeting 
District 1 Meeting 
Double Tree  
by Hilton,  
Southcenter, WA 
Program Meeting 

 
NOVEMBER 

 

GGS Core Cmt Mtg 
Board Meeting 
Business Meeting 
Program Meeting 
 

 
*Evening Meeting  

Letter from the Editor 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

It’s October. Autumn is moving in and redecorating the landscape. Summer is  
slipping away into the shadows. It will return nine months after it left and birth  
new growth and beauty. The early mornings are cooler, and an extra layer of  
clothing is sometimes in order. 
 

Speaking of layers . . . . one day about a week ago Blue and I were on our early 
morning walk. There seemed to be more leaves on the ground. One of the bridges  
we cross was covered with them—and I noticed they were in layers. I saw multiple 
sizes, shapes and colors. The most recent additions were pretty much intact.  
No walkers or bikers had passed over them yet. Some in the layer below the top  
were partially bent and crunched, and the layer closest to the pavement was  
crumbled—looking almost like colorful sawdust. They had obviously experienced 
footfalls and tires. 
 

That night the wind was blustery. When Blue and I walked down the driveway the 
next morning, we were greeted by some downed branches. I moved them off to  
the side. We weren’t on the walk very long when we encountered a long branch  
that almost completely covered the trail. It wasn’t thick in diameter, but it was long.  
I was able to move it to expose about half of the trail—enough space for a walker or 
biker to get through. When we got to the bridge mentioned above, it was no longer 
blanketed with leaves; most of the top layer was missing. 
 

When we got near a bend in the trail, there were a lot of downed branches.  
Their diameters were small, and each had multiple stalks with lots of leaves.  
Although they covered a good amount of the trail, because of their size, it was  
easy to walk over them. Well, there was one that was a little larger in diameter and  
I was able to move it out of the way. We continued our walk and came across a  
similar section of downed branches. Like the others, they were easy to traverse.  
I thought about how many other sections of trails were redecorated by the wind and 
would need clearing; I knew there are volunteers who maintain the trails, and once 
the sun came up they would be busy. 
 

The wind came to visit again that night, but not to the level of intensity of the  
previous night. When Blue and I walked down the driveway the next morning,  
there were no branches to offer me early morning exercise. Likewise, when we  
got to where I had moved the first branch partially off the trail; it was totally off to 
the side in the grassy area. A lot of the trail seemed devoid of branches and leaves.  
It had to be more than just the wind that accomplished this. My thought was  
reinforced when I got to the bridge that yesterday still had a couple of layers  
of leaves. All that was left was a two and a half inch wide strip of the ‘sawdust’  
layer running the length of the bridge. Someone had been there with a leaf blower. 
The rest of the trail was also clear; all of the thin branches were gone.  
 

This all reminded me of our club. Similar to the leaves on the bridge, we are all  
different. Like the newer leaves, our newer members are front and center. We get  
to see their beauty, energy and talents. As newer members participate, they start to 
merge with other members, becoming more involved at a deeper level. As time goes 
on each member’s energy morphs into a combined vibrant club synergy. The winds 
of life may blow us around a bit, but in the end, we still have our core foundation  
of values. Before I take leave, I leave you with this, we are the volunteers who  
maintain the trail of our mission. In the process we will continue Empowering 
Through Encouragement.  

 
~Kathy Purcell, Editor  
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“Synergy is better than my way or 
your way. It’s our way.”  

~Stephen Covey 

“There are no clear borders, only 
merging invisible to the sight.” 

~Dejan Stojanovic    
“Anyone who thinks fallen leaves 
are dead has never watched them 

dancing on a windy day.”  
~Shira Tamir 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/stephencov636488.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/stephencov636488.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/s/stephen_covey.html


 

 
 

 
 

OCTOBER 
 

Jeanie Blaurock 
Debbie Cottrell 
Shawn Dredla 
Shelley Huntington 
Shelle Paulbitski 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

Mayme Faulk  
Shirley Legg 
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Note the phone number for our  
MEDICAL LOAN CLOSET 

360-504-0231 

 

A REMINDER—2025-2026 MEETING LOCATION 

 

We meet at  
Fifth Avenue Senior Independent Living 
500 W. Hendrickson, Sequim at 8 a.m.  

.  
See you October 14th. 

  

 

 
SOROPTIMIST MEETING DATES TO REMEMBER 

District 1 Meeting Call  
Double Tree by Hilton 
Seattle Airport 
Southcenter, WA 
October 17-19, 2025 
 
 

Olympic Peninsula Area Meeting 
Port Angeles Jet Set 
February 22, 2026 
 
NWR Conference 
Grouse Mountain Lodge 
Whitefish, MT 
April 23-26, 2026 
 
 

49th Biennial SIA Convention 
Incheon, South Korea 
July 22-25, 2026 

 

 
OCTOBER PROGRAM MEETING 

 
NAVIGATING YOUTH AND FAMILY RESOURCES 

 

Our October program will be Faith Abken, Youth and Family 
Resource Navigator for the Olympic Peninsula YMCA. She 
works in the Sequim School District alongside Cathy Bourm, who 
is the McKinney Vento Liaison for the Sequim School District.  
 
Faith works to help any youth or families in the district who need 
help with resources. McKinney Vento focuses on helping unhoused 
youth and families by removing barriers to attending school. Faith 
also works with Olympic Connect and works with folks in the  
general population as well.  
 

“With time, many of the facts I learned 
were forgotten but I never lost  
the excitement of discovery.”  

~Paul Berg 

Happy HALOWEEN 

https://sisequim.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/D1-Call-to-Meeting-2025.pdf
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PROFESSIONAL/TECHNICAL SCHOLARSHIP 
 
Soroptimist awards our Professional/Technical scholarships through the Peninsula College Foundation  
who advertise for us, go to professors for candidates, and screen for the final selection. While privacy  
concerns mean we know less about the recipients of these awards, the following information shows that  
our two $2,000 scholarships are going to the types of women we want to support.  
 
One of our winners is a single parent in the welding program with a goal of joining the Boilermakers Union 
and working on large-scale industrial projects. In addition to parenting, she works part-time and goes to 
school full-time. She is also in substance use recovery and volunteers with nonprofits to support others in 
their recovery journey.  
 
Our second recipient is a full-time student completing prerequisites for nursing. She volunteers in health-
related fields and has worked as a caregiver. She grew up doing service work and knew from early on that 
she wanted to work in healthcare. She is active with the Volunteer Hospice of Clallam County outside  
of school. 

 
~Cat Xander, Awards & Scholarships Co-chair 

PATHWAYS UPDATE 
 

Welcome to two more new members – Connie Tallman and Lucinda Soha. You may remember them from 
the S.T.A.R.T meeting at Shawn’s home. We’re delighted to have them join our little committee. 
 
Shawn hosted this meeting and led the members through the wealth of information in the Member Roster 
including how to sign into the ‘members only’ section on the SIS website and the Northwest Region  
website. Everyone was encouraged to attend the upcoming District 1 Meeting on October 17-19 at the 
Double Tree by Hilton at the Seattle Airport Southcenter.  
 
Each member has been assigned one of the committed funds organizations that we support monetarily to 
see what might be needed on a voluntary basis that we could adopt for our project. 
 
Shawn did double-duty leading the meeting and also explaining what is involved with the Membership 
Committee. They’re all well-informed about membership now and are looking forward to hearing from 
the other committee chairs/co-chairs in the coming months. 
 
Thank you, Shawn! 

 
~Jan Hartig, Pathways Co-chair 

“Educators don’t necessarily have to teach. Instead, they can provide an environment and resources  
that tease out your natural ability to learn on your own.”  ~Shimon Schocken 

“What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of difference you want to make.” ~Jane Goodall  
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT ON NEW MEMBERS 
 
We have two members who will be inducted at the October 14 business meeting. There’s much more to 
learn about these two new members, but it’s easy to see they will be wonderful additions to SI of Sequim. 
Here’s just enough to pique your curiosity and prompt you to get to know them better: 
 

Connie Tallman has lived in the Sequim area for six years and moved here 
from Bothell, Washington. She and her husband, Roy, chose to retire in Sequim 
because of the weather and the fact that it’s a small town. She learned about  
Soroptimist while attending the Gala Garden Show. Connie’s career was in  
finance, and she had over 20 years volunteer experience as a board member and 
instructor for a global leader in supply chain certification. She has also been VP  
of Sequim Prairie Garden Club. She lists talents/skills/passions as gardening, 
adult education, and various mediums of art. Currently she’s busy getting ready 
for upcoming holiday arts & crafts events. Next summer she’ll be working on  
garden art using concrete as her medium. Welcome Connie!  
 
(Pictured to the right with her Brussels Griffon, Skye) 
 
 

Lucinda Soha has been in the Sequim area for 2.5 years but traveled between  
Seattle and Forks for 50 years!! They have lots of family on the peninsula.  
Lucinda also learned about Soroptimist attending the Gala Garden Show. Lucinda’s 
career path/work experience is varied and includes commercial art, flight attendant,  
and Executive Director of Mercer Island Chamber of Commerce. Her volunteer  
experience is extensive and includes 35 years as a coordinator, coach, and volunteer 
with Special Olympics and 15 years with the Archdiocese of Seattle Inclusion  
Ministry. Lucinda is active in the Special Olympics Washington organization.  
She lists talents/skills/passions of advocating for inclusion, loves travel, art,  

gardening, water and snow sports, meeting new people and doing new things. The best advice she’s  
received or has given is “Be You.” Welcome Lucinda! 

 
~Jane Manzer, Membership Co-chair 

 

 

SUPPORTING OUR MEMBERS 

If you know of anyone in the club who is in ill health, needs a note of sympathy, a note of 

cheer or word of encouragement, please contact our Sunshine Lady—Becky Archer. 

 

“We must have perseverance and above all confidence in ourselves. We must believe that we are gifted for something.” 
~Marie Curie  
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MEET OUR NEWEST GOLDEN GIRL 
 

This year Shelle Paulbitski will pass  
the milestone of being a Soroptimist member 

for 15 years. This moves her from a 

Silver Sister (10 years as a member)  
to a Golden Girl.  
 

Congratulations, Shelle! 

Shelle Paulbitski (left) after receiving her Golden 
Girl pin presented by President Roxann (right). 

 Member Christy Holy  
Recognized in the  

Olympic Theatre Arts Playbill 
for Being a Successful Director of  

Recent and Past Plays 
 

MEMBERSHIP— COOL STUFF — In the News 

 
 

Member Mark Kajalainen 
Recognized by the Free Clinic 
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HAPPY DOLLARS 
 
September 9, 2025 
 
Roxann Harr—appreciates how gentle and understanding we’ve been as she navigates her first months 
 as president. 

Suzanne Plemmons—is happy about her first meeting as a member. 

Jane Manzer—is happy to be back to Sequim after spending 10 days in Snoqualmie taking care of two 
 of her grandsons. She also had time to connect with former SIS members. Thankful for July  
 celebration of life for her mom.  

Lucinda Soha—is happy we’re interested in answering her questions. 

Connie Tallman—is happy to be part of our energy. 

Glen Varvil—had a good time reading about all the amazing young ladies applying for our continuing 
 education scholarships.  

Shawn Dredla— is happy we had 29 in attendance at our business meeting.  

Jan Hartig—asked for our prayers as her daughter-in-law was having breast cancer surgery this morning. 

Virginia Kostanich—gave happy dollars to welcome Roxann as our president. 

Jeanne Martin—is happy to be here. 

Shelle Paulbitski­—shared she had been in California celebrating her mother who passed away  
 this summer. 

Christy Holy—is excited about the OTA play she’s directing Inherit the Wind that’s opening this week. 

Becky Archer—is back from California where she attended her husband’s nephew wedding. 

Linda Klinefelter—is happy that her life became easier as her husband now has a caregiver three days  
 a week. 

Cat Xander—is happy about the awarding of the Continuing Education scholarships. We were able to 
 award $10,000 worth of Colleen Blazier Medical scholarships between five nursing students.  
 Cat loved the grateful letters back from the recipients.  

Kris Osborn—is happy about the awards and scholarships awesome candidates. 

Patty Lebowitz—is happy to be leaving for four days in London and two weeks in Ireland—a needed 
 vacation. 
 
 
September 23, 2025 
 
Jan Hartig—is happy her daughter-in-law has had breast cancer surgery and it went well and  
 she’s recovering. 

Jane Manzer—is happy because we were able to use her phone to allow members on Zoom to hear us. 

Jeanne Martin—is happy because  they’ve adopted two cute ginger kittens. 

Natasha Merkuloff-Nichols—is happy for Christy Holy’s successful direction of the play  
 Inherit the Wind at OTA. 

 

 

“Your success and happiness lies in you. Resolve to keep happy, and your joy and  
you shall form an invincible host against difficulties.” ~Helen Keller 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/helenkelle392962.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/helenkelle392962.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/h/helen_keller.html
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5th  

Tuesday 

Get-together 
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SEPTEMBER HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE MEDICAL LOAN CLOSET 
 
September Activity Overview 
Our call and equipment volume has settled back into typical norms. During the month, we answered  

197 calls and lent 119 items. We received 102 equipment returns or donations and received $515 in 
contributions from our generous community clients. 
 

Newest MLC Team Member 
In September we welcomed Suzanne Plemmons to the MLC Team. She will begin her training at the 
MLC with Chris snow in October. Suzanne’s welcomed addition brings our Team to 11 members. If you 
are interested in joining this committee, please contact Chris. We would love to have you on the Team! 
If you don’t have the time to work at the Closet one week a quarter, there are several administrative and 
physical tasks that need to be done to keep the Closet running smoothly.  
 
With gratitude, 
 

 
Susan Coffee, Elaine Powlesland, and Chris Snow 
Medical Loan Closet Co-Chairs 
 
 

TEA WITH S.H.E. (Soroptimist Helping and Empowering) 
 
Soroptimist International of Sequim would like to 

extend a heartfelt thank you to Chief Mike Hill of 
the Sequim Police Department for his informative 

presentation on Defensive Driving for Seniors. 

This presentation is part of the Tea with SHE 
(Soroptimist Helping and Empowering)  
program, which provides education and support  
to the senior population of Sequim and Clallam 

County. Pictured are Roxann Harr, President 
(left), and Chief Mike Hill (right). 

 

“The problems are solved, not by giving new information, but by arranging what we have known since long.”  
~Ludwig Wittgenstein 
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SEQUIM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 17th ANNUAL  BUSINESS SHOWCASE 
 

Soroptimist members Linda Klinefelter (left),  
Chris Snow (center) and President Roxann Harr 
(right) participated in the 17th Annual Sequim Business  
Chamber Event on October 7th.  
 
Information about our organization including the garden 
show, scholarships, Tea with SHE, membership and the 
medical loan closet was distributed among attendees.  ~LK 

MEDICAL LOAN CLOSET(MLC) SHARES INFO AT PUBLIC SAFETY FAIR 

 

Members of SI of Sequim highlighting our Medical Loan Closet, were thrilled 
to participate in the Clallam County Fire Department #3’s public safety fair, 

which took place at the Guy Cole Center in Sequim on October 4, 2025.  

Members Virginia Kostanich (left), Elaine Powlesland (center),  

and Natasha Merkuloff-Nichols (right) provided vital information  
about the benefits of the free medical loan closet. ~LK 

SOME COMMENTS TO OUR POST ON FACEBOOK 
ABOUT OUR MEDICAL LOAN CLOSET 
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**LET’S START WITH A BANG!**  
 
We warmly invite you to join President Roxann Harr for 2025-26 and Past President Linda 

Klinefelter for 2024-25 in our inspiring initiative, the “Presidents’ Appeal.” Together,  
let’s embark on a remarkable journey as we kick off this business year with purpose and  
passion. Your generous support is crucial in empowering women and girls in our community. 
With your contribution, we can make a lasting impact and uplift those who need it most. 

Please send your donations to: Soroptimist International of Sequim PO Box 126  
Sequim, WA 98382 Thank you for being a vital part of our mission! Your kindness makes 
all the difference!  

SIS DONATES TO SEQUIM FOOD BANK 
 

SI of Sequim gave the Sequim Food Bank $2150 
for the EAT (Everyone at the Table) Event.  
 

Pictured is Natasha Merkuloff-Nichols,  

President-elect and Sandy Lawrence, Treasurer 

with Jen Colmore, Community Engagement  
Coordinator for the Sequim Food Bank. 

A SIT IN WITH SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF SEQUIM 
 

SI of Sequim was pleased to present a check for $1,400 to the  

Boys and Girls Club of the Olympic Peninsula – 
Caroll C. Kendall Unit for the purchase of chairs.  
 

Stephen Rosales (left) is pictured with Roxann Harr (right), 
President of Soroptimist International of Sequim. Stephen was delighted 
with the support.  

“Doing good holds the power to transform us on the inside, and then ripple out in ever-expanding circles  
that positively impact the world at large.” ~Shari Arison 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/shariariso645272.html?src=t_ripple
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/shariariso645272.html?src=t_ripple
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/s/shari_arison.html
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Note the future dates for upcoming GGS Core Committee Meetings. Please try to work your schedules  
around these dates. For continuity and effectiveness, it is important to have as many  

of the core committee members present as we get closer to the show. 

 

FUTURE GGS MEETING DATES: 
November 4 / December 2 

SOME 2026 GALA GARDEN SHOW NEWS 

 
The 2026 GGS Core Committee met on October 7, 2025. Here are a few things happening with the planning of the 
2026 Gala Garden Show (GGS) this month: 
 

Vendors— 

• Letters have gone out to last year’s vendors giving them until October 31 to send in 

their paperwork with payment to secure the booth they had last year, or state what 
booth they’d like if it is available. November 1st letters will go out to previous and  
new prospective vendors.  

• Brian Harr, President Roxann’s husband, redid the layout of the vendor map—to true 
scale! It’s wonderful when we can tap into the talents of members of our families, 
bringing them along on our journey. Click on the link under the graphic to view  

the map. 

 

Sponsors— 

• We added a new level of sponsorship which is called Diamond; minimum donation is 
$2,500. At this level the cover of the Gazette tab (insert) will state that the 2026 Gala 

Garden Show is Presented by the named Diamond sponsor(s). Sofie’s Florist is our  
first Diamond sponsor!  

• Letters will be mailed out to local businesses early next week inviting them to be a 

sponsor of the 2026 GGS. Along with the letter there will be a sponsorship pledge form. 
We have two different pledge forms; one is for a monetary donation, and one is for an  
in-kind donation.  

• We encourage members to invite people they know to become sponsors by making  

a donation, either monetary or in-kind. Perhaps your hairdresser or local coffee spot or 
restaurant would want to donate a gift certificate. It is important that a pledge form be 
filled out for each sponsorship. If you click on the link below the graphic it will take you 

to a PDF of the pledge form which you can view, print and share. Remember we are 
ALL part of making the Gala Garden Show a success!   

 
~Roxann Harr & Kathy Purcell, GGS Co-chairs 

 

Booth Map 2026 

PLEDGE FORMS 

“Keep reaching, bonding and merging with Nature. It holds all of earth’s innermost secrets and ultimately knows your truth.” 
~Leo Lourdes 

Cash Sponsor 

In-kind Sponsor 

https://sisequim.org/news/2025-26/BoothMap2026.pdf
https://sisequim.org/news/2025-26/PledgeForm2026-Cash.pdf
https://sisequim.org/news/2025-26/PledgeForm2026-InKind.pdf
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https://www.bgc-op.org/auction-and-dinner 

Sunday November 2, 2025 
2pm to 5pm 

Port Gamble Pavilion 
4740 View Dr NE, Port Gamble, WA 

Community, Action, Thanks= 
Side by Side with Hearts Open Wide 

https://www.kathleensutton.org/grateful-together 
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Giving History and Donor Impact  
  
Prepared for Soroptimist International of Sequim  
October 7, 2025  
  

April 2025 ($20,000)—Student Emergency Aid Program  
Unexpected expenses force students to make the difficult choice between paying an unbudgeted bill or paying  
tuition and remaining enrolled in school. The student emergency aid program makes one-time grants to assist  
Peninsula College students in paying these expenses. The Soroptimist International of Sequim gift was used to  
subsidize the existing funds in this program, allowing the financial aid committee to approve more applications  
and to ensure that more Peninsula College students remain enrolled in school. Because of this support, a total of  
22 students received one-time emergency assistance over spring and summer quarters. Please see the breakdown 
 of requests and awards made over this period.   
  

Spring 2025  
• 118 individual requests from 88 unduplicated students  
• 62.5% of students with female-presenting names  
• Soroptimist International of Sequim funded 15 additional students ($17,043)  

o  Housing (14) - $16,656.00  
o  Utilities (1) - $387.00  

 

Summer 2025  
• 46 individual requests from 40 unduplicated students  
• 70% of students with female-presenting names   
•  Soroptimist International of Sequim funded 7 additional students ($2,957)  

 
For more information, please contact:  
  
Cheryl Crane  
Executive Director, Peninsula College Foundation 
ccrane@pencol.edu  
360-417-6400  
  

We extend a heartfelt thank you to the members of Soroptimist International of Sequim 
for your support of Peninsula College students!  

See the full letter by clicking here https://sisequim.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PenColFoundation.pdf 

“Trust is the glue of life. It’s the most essential ingredient in effective communication.  
It’s the foundational principle that holds all relationships.” ~Stephen Covey 

https://sisequim.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PenColFoundation.pdf
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To a Person Making a Difference for Women 

Soroptimist International of Sequim 
PO Box 126 
Sequim, WA 98382 

Soroptimist®: a global volunteer 
organization that provides women 
and girls with access to education 
and training they need to achieve 

economic empowerment. 

T
  

 

Drops of Color  
by Lynne Adams 

 
Today it rained Leaves 

Of Gold, Red and brown, 

I thought I heard them laughing 

As they swirled and spun around. 

 

"Look up!" I cried, and see what I see 

The trees were dancing, in the gentle breeze, 

I twirled, and jumped, as the leaves did fall 

Drops of color, splashing, coloring the ground. 


